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It has many times been stated that 
"Tt takes all types to make a world". President's Corner. 72 
: Balance sheet. 74 
This statement also applies to this The 1973 Federal C.O.M. 76 
hobby of ours. Recently I found the The Castledare Minature Railway. 81 
following in a church magazine, and Prespect Model Railway Club's 86 
pass it on to you, 3rd Exhibition. 
Kit review. 89 
There are many types of people - Better model railway electrics. 91 
The right track. 95 
Many are like wheelbarrows - Shop Spy. 96 
no good unless pushed, Pop Valve. 96 
Some are like canoes - Branch reports. 97 
they have to be "paddled", News from other clubs. 100 
Others are like kites - 
if not kept on a string they would CREDITS 
fly away, ae Pas as 
Some are like footballs - ge ae 
See aah eet Wate Yay Shey itt Nunawading, Vic.313l. 
bounce next, 
Then there are those like ballons - Publisher Jack Treseder. 
full of wind and ready to blow up, Art Work Bill Morehouse. 
And what about the trailers - Cover Design Heather Gregg. 
who need to be pulled everywhere, Typing Dot Treseder. 
Finally there are those like a good Printing Maskell «nd Blake, 


watch - 
open faced, made of pure gold - 
quietly busy and full of good works. 


Perhaps we could all think of this, 
and try to emulate the last category. 


COVER PHOTO. 


The 4-6-0 glides its train across 
the longest bridge on the layout. 


Photo by GRAHAM WATSON. 
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‘President's 


JOURNAL NO. 105, 


With a little bit of luck this corner 


should be in Nc. 105 and I apologise 
to members for the fact that the last 
corner was in issue No, 100, 


During the ensuing pericd, however, 
the C.0.M. have had, and still have, 
some worrying items on their plate. 
Membership is one. At the June 1973 
C.O.M. meeting membership totalled 746 
as against 603 at June 1972. Whilst 
this is no worry, it does bring about 


problems. 

Firstly, while membership’ keeps 
climbing so does our "drop out" rate, 
Percentages read 15.7% for 1971 and 


14.9% fcr 1972. 
not gocd enough, 


Improving, yes, but 


The C.O.M. would like all members to 
make a point of going a little further 
tc make new members feel welcome. This 
applies particularly to State Manage- 
ment Committees. 


Seccndly as the membership increases 
so dces the werk load con the Federal 
Registrar and the Publisher. Regarding 
the Federal Registrar, steps have been 
take tc relieve a lot of the load, and, 
although the C.0.M. is not completely 
happy about things, the Federal Regis- 
trar Mrs.June Dunn says all is O.K. we 
appear to have met the problem. 


Oublishing is a different kettle of 
fish. Jack and Dot Treseder have worked 
together as a team forthe past 8 years. 
Jack took the job because''somebody" had 
to fill the bill. What started as an 
interesting exercise has now become, 
due to family commitments, a regular 


and tedious chore. Not because of any 
increase in work load; 100 issues or 
1000 issues is much the same to a Pub- 
lisher. But simply because 8 years at 
the one task gets to being a duty - not 
a voluntary effort. 


Bluntly, the position is that Jack 
and Dct Treseder cannot - I repeat 
CANNOT - continue past the end of this 
year. We can hand the publishers job 
Over to the printers, but this would 
involve omney and lead to an increase 
in subscriptions, whichwedo not want. 


Surely among the Vic. members there 
is somecne who, even though not in the 
printing game (Jack isn't) would like 
to be able to s ay "that's the Journal - 
L-set it up". 


I specify Vic. members because they 
are nearest the action of Publishing. 
So please, members, give this serious 
thought. We still have time for you 
to learn the few rules necessary. Of 
all the jobs in A.M.R.A. the Publisher 
and the Editor must surely get the 
greatest satisfaction out of knowing 
"IT have helped Journal". Think about 
it - Quick - and ring Jack Treseder on 
874-3953. 


Now the next problem, The Federal 
Registrar has noted that some members 
have been enjoying Junior membership, 
when actually they are really due for 
Senuor membership. 


When you next receive your form for 
subscription if you are paying Junior 
rates and aged between 17 and 25, you 
will find a form to be completed and 
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Signed by your Principal of School, 
College, Tech, or University. If this 
form is not completed and returned with 
your subscription remittance, such re- 
mittance will not be accepted until 
further details are supplies. This 
means simply that your subscription 
will not qualify for any Branch rebate 
nor will it qualify as regards contin- 
uity of Journal. 


Finally, after many years of vague 
Suggestions, ameeting was requested by 
S.C.M.R.A. to discuss Standards and 
other matters. This meeting was held 
and the S.C.M.R.A. representatives put 
the following points: 


1, STANDARDS, Australian standards 
were copyrighted by S.C.M.R.A. and 
A.N.R.A. should pay $1 per member to 
S,C.M.R.A. “for the: use: .of “their 
standards. This claim was, of course, 
rejected at the meeting. It was 
pointed out to S.C.M.R.A. represent- 
atives that AMRA Standards apertained to 
the Australian Scene of Model Railways 
and did not infringe any copyrights 
which may be held by any other organ= 
isation. 


2, AMALGAMATION, This matter was 
also brought up by the representatives 
from S.C.M.R.A. but after discussion it 
was arranged that awritten approach be 
made by S.C.M.R.A. to A.M.R.A. setting 
out the benefits, if any, to be gained 
by such a move. To date of writing 
this corner, no such approach has been 
received. Details of the meeting have 
been forwarded to the State Presidents 
and copies will go to the representatives 
of Tas. and Sth. Aust. as soon as their 
appointment is finalized. 

I would like to state that at this 
meeting nothing was put forward that 
would venefit A.M.R.A. in any way. 
Rather we would be back to the days 
when debts exceeded subscriptions. 


Members 
discussions 


can be assured that in any 
with other organizations 


two things remain of paramount import- 
ance. One is the venefit to the Aust- 
tralian Railway Modeller and the other 
is the future and well being of this 
Association. 


KKKEKRKERKEKERERERERE 


RENEWAL TIME 


As it is getting near renewal time 
again, a reminder to members, 


Please return the Account form along 
with your renewal subscription, as this 
will greatly help the Federal Registrar 
in keeping a record of membership, 


Each year there are always some who 
neglect to do this, there have been 
cases of the account formbeing return- 
ed and nothing else, or just a cheque 
with a hard to decipher signature, the 
bank branch may give a clue, but not 
all use their local bank and this causes 
a lotof wasted time trying to sort out, 
So, please remember, money and account 
form back, please. 


Also, Junior members(between 17 and 
25) will receive a form that must be 
completed and signed by the Principal 
of their place of full time study and 
returned with their renewal form and 
subscription to qualify for Junior 
member rates, 


KKKKKKKKKKKKRK KK 
THE NORM ROBINSON TROPHY. 


The Norm Robinson Trophy for the 
best article in Journal during 1972, 
was won by CEDRIC ROLFE, with his 
article on trees. 


inform me that they had 
out one article, 
received a_ two 


The Judges 
a hard task picking 
ana: GCedric's:* articte 
out of three vote, 


Congratulations Cedric. 
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AUSTRALIAN MODEL RAILWAY ASSOCIATION FEDERAL COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT. 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING 30TH JUNE 1973. 


RECEIPTS 


Cash at bank, 30/6/72 

Cash on hand, 30/6/72 

New members subscriptions 

Renewal of members' subscriptions 

A.M.R.A. Journal subscriptions 

Joining fees 

Sale of badges and accessories 

Donations 

Advertising in Journal 

Bank interest 

From interstate branch account for W.A. 
branch 

A.M.R.A. (N.S.W.) stationery refund 

Overpaid subscription 

Sale back copies Journal 

Refund on trophies 


Subject to audit. 


$5508 74 


EXPENDITURE 


Printing Journal 
Postage Journal 
Journal Expenses 
Stationery 
General postage 
Trophies 
Bank charges 
Refund to state branches 
Refund over paid subscription 
Badges and accessories 
A. (N.S.W.) Guide to model railways 
A.M.R.A. (W.A.) branch refund 
A.M.R.A. (W.A.) rent inaugural meeting 
2lst birthday expenses 
Telephone book entry 
Federal Registrar expenses 
N.Z. loco. plans booklet 
Addressograph machine Federal Registrar 
Typewriter service 
Property insurance 
Copy of copy right act 


| fo. 
56 
13 
] 


Advance to printing "A guide to model railways" 367 


Transferred to Reserve Account 
Cash in hand 30/6/73 
Petty cash on hand 30/6/73 


(signed) 
Federal Treasurer. 


400 
1082 
90 


$5508 


Ris: ROBINSON. P78 OS 7 FES 


| 
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Se ED, 


: STATEMENT OF FUNDS AT 30TH JUNE 1973. 
Commonwealth Trading Bank Punchbowl, N.S.W. 


Current account as above 


Commonwealth Saving Bank Punchbowl, N.S.W. 
STATEMENT OF FUNDS AT 30TH JUNE 1973. 


Commonwealth Trading Bank Punchbowl, N.S.W. 


Current account as above 


Commonwealth Trading Bank Punchbowl, N.S.W. 


Reserve account as at 30/6/72 
Deposit March 1973 
Interest credited June 1973 


Interstate branches account at 30/6/72 


Paid to W.A. branch August 19/72 


Deposit November, 1972 
Interest credited June, 1973 


Cash on hand 


Floats as above-petty cash 


Subject to audit. 


$1082 60 

$1082 60 
$610 31 
400 00 

2 25 38 1035 69 
Ll 87 
7 40 
4 47 
5 50 

28 10 25 

90 00 

$2218 54 

(signed) R.K. ROBINSON, J.P. 9/7/73 


Federal Treasurer. 


KRKEKRERKRKRRERERERREREREREREREREREERER 


OBITUARY. 


On Saturday, 7th July AMRA lost a 
true friend and dedicated member when 
Norman Robinson dies in Melbourne 
after a long illness. A member of 
the Federal Committee for many years, 
Norm was Federal President for three 
terms from 1964-1967. 


He was a remarkable scratch builder 
making high quality models from most 
unlikely material and he was always 
ready to assist any modeller. 


Our deepest sympathy is extended 
to his widow and daughter. 


Norman Robinson will be remembered 
because of the Norm Robinson Trophy, 
which is awarded to the author of the 
article judged tobe the best article 
in Journal each year. 


SITUATIONS VACANT, 


The Association is seeking a Typist 
and Publisher for Journal. Any member 
or a member's friend may carry out 
these duties and place of residence is 
not a restriction. Details available 
from Dot and Jack Treseder, 


NOTICE 


This publication accepts no respons- 
ibility for the accuracyor reliability 
of articles or advertising contained 
herein, statements made or opinions 
expressed in papers or discussions, 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to the 
views expressed by contributors. 
Neither is any guarantee implied or 
expressed as to good conduct or prac- 
tice of advertisers contained herein. 
This publication reserves at all times 
the right to refuse acceptance to all 
matter considered unsatisfactory for 
publication. 
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The 1973 Federal C.O.M. 


Photos by B. E. Lovett. 


President. 


Rup Ackland. Member for 12 years, 
active in State Branch for 7 years 
Fed. V.P 1 year, now in 4th year as 
President. Married with two sons and 
one daughter. Now a proud granddaddy. 
Freelance in his H.O. modelling activ- 
ities. A representative for Monier 
Roof Tiles. 


Vice-President and P.R.O. 


Keith Willcox. First joined in 
19525 Interested in railways all his 
life. Operates in HO. Recently 
acquired the Talheim Valley Railway, 
which appeared in issue 102. Works 
in Real Estate in the Blue Mountains 
area. Working on ideas for our 25th 


Anniversary in 1976. 
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Secretary. 


Norm Read. A foundation member. 
Been involved with the state branch 
Since its inception and on recommend- 
ation of the branch has recently been 
awarded Life Membership. In 5th year 
as Fed. Sec. Been an O gauger too 
long to desert, despite attractions of 
smaller gauges. Works in Telecommuni- 
cations. 


Treasurer.) 


Keith Robinson, Member 10 years, 
Also in 5th year as Treasurer. Keith 
is a Marklin follower and hasa large 
layout, seen at many exhibitions and 
fetes. Is also involved in many school 


and church committees, A Foreman at 
Chullora Workshops of the NSWTC Railway 
section, 


PAGERS 


Committeeman. 


John Dunn. John has been active in 
State matters, been twice President. 
Is at last seeing a dream coming true, 
a permanent layout in its own room. 
Spends his working days making orna- 
mental jewellery. June and John also 
have a new interest, a grandson. 
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Federal Registrar. 


June Dunn. June has seen member- 
ship grow from 308 to 748 since taking 
office and keeping tag on that number 
does not leave any spare time. Yet 
June is active on the Ladies Auxillary 
and ably organizes the Nibble Bar at 
the October Exhibitions. Some how 
fits in running a home. 
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Committeeman. Mac Willis. A member a Committeeman. Tony Young is 24 years 
number of years, second year on con- old, amember for 6 years, on C.O.M. 
mittee. Interested in HO. A man of for 4 years. Follows HO. An uphol- 
figures, works for M.G.M. sterer by trade. 


Norm Read receives congratulations on being awarded Life Membership. 
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a member of 
Other 
great interest is music, and is amember 


Committeeman. Brian Day; 
many years, astaunch O gauger. 


in a band of great demand. He is in 
the structural steel business. 


Committeeman. David Boyd is our young- 
est member of the C.O.M. and has been 
so interested in railways, he joined 
the Railway Branch of NSWPTC and is now 
a locomotive fireman. 


KKREKEKKEKKEKKERERKEKRKERERERERKEERREREEKRKEE 


Please dissist 


For AMRA members’ who live within 


about 15 t 20 miles of an Air Force 
base; it's '"do-a-favour-for-a-RAAF- 
member'' month. A list-of:" railway 


modellers in the RAAF and of modellers 
near Air Force bases, is being drawn up 
so that when RAAF members of the hobby 
are transferred, theycan contact loal 
modellers conveniently. The list is 
being prepared by asmall group of RAAF 
modellers, some of whom are in AMRA, to 
help the hobby thrive under conditions 
that would boggle most - how would you 
like to have tomove layout, structures, 


rollingstock, tools and junk every two 
years or sO, sometimes as far as from 
North Queensland to Western Australia? 


The proposal is not to form a club, 
just to post out to people responding, 
a directory of addresses, and leave 
contacts to individuals. If you can 
help, your response will be warmly 
welcomed. Just send two stamped, 
self-addressed envelopes (no letter 
needed - just mark the envelope 'ARMA'') 
to Flt-Lt. C.A. Huggan, 2FTS, RAAF 
Base, Pearce, W.A. 6085. 
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The Castledare Miniature Railway 


Photos by Graham Watson. by Broughton Boydell. 
Editor's Note: On 11th March, 1970, Graham Watson sent me the following photos 
of the Castledare Miniature Railway. Letters to their Secretary of the time, 
followed by a letter to their President in 1871, have so far failed to obtain an 
article. However with the help of Broughton Boydell, the following brief descrip- 


tion of the Castledare Miniature Railway has resulted. 


Keith Watson and Jack Stanbridge 
were the instigators of the Castledare 


Miniature Railway, which is just ten 
years old. 
The Castledare Miniature Railway, 


is situated in the grounds of the 
Castledare Boys' Home, on the bank of 
the Canning River, at Wilson a suburb 
of Perth. 


Castledare is supposed to have the 
longest length of 7%'' track in the 
world. There was some 4000 feet odd 
of track before the new extension was 
added. The new extension is believed 
to be some 1300 plus feet, giving over 
aé.miie of: track. There are three 
bridges in the old track of 100', 30! 
and 20' length, with two tunnels 30' 
and 20' long. 


The railway includes a_ station, 
for selling tickets and loading trains, 
a roundhouse and a turntable, an old 
railway coach for a clubroom, and an 
assortment of four wheeled and bogie 
wagons. 

The engine roster includes four 
narrow gauge locos, two footers mod- 
elled to run on 7%"'| - which works out 
at approximately 1/3 full size! They 
have several standard gauge locos mod- 
elled at 1'' to a foot, which include 
a Pacific (4-6-2), and a number of 
4.6-0s, at least one of which is mod- 
elled to Martin Evans "Highlander" 


design. They are supposed to have 
several tank and tender locos modelled 
on W.A. 3'6" gauge at 2" to a foot. 
They have one freelance diesel (petrol) 
modelled along the lines of the Victorian 
''S'' or Commonwealth GM Diesel. Most 
of these locos belong to members, but 
it is believed several belong to the 
Club. 


The first Sunday of the month is 
usually the "Open Day" when the public 
can ride onthe railway for1l0¢ a time. 


The Club usually donates a consider- 
able sum to the Home each year. This 
is collected from the fares, and they 
usually hold a Fair each year for the 
Boys' Home. This year they turned in 
$675.00 to the Home from the Fair alone. 
They also have other Fairs and parties, 
where the organisers hire the grounds 
from the Home,and the Railway from the 


Club. Channel 7 had a day there in 
Seotember 72, and raised 3737 for 
charity. 


The Club publishes a 
house journal, entitled 
Soot". 


bi-monthly 
"Cinders and 


Keith Watson, who has built several 
of the locos that runonthe Castledare, 
has just completed a half size steam 
traction engine. It was modelled on 
the 3 ton Wallis and Stevens Steam 
Traction Engine. This may well form 
another attraction at Castledare. 
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The C.M.R. 


Loco Depot with the roundhouse and turntable, 


also shown are the tracks where the private locos are loaded 
and unloaded from the trailers. 


La /wagy 
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"Shandy" a 4-6-2 
heads a train down 
the embankment near 
the river. 


"Heidi" a O-4-2T 
| based on a narrow 
gauge design. 


Another O-4-2T 
hauls a short but 
crowded train along 
side the river. 
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"Heidi" runs her 
train up the incline 
to the station. 


SS Bilmnneennng: 


The C.R. Diesel 
the second tunnei encounted ona trip 


prepares to enter 


A 4-6-0 based upon a British Proto- 


type, steams it's train through one of around Castledare 
the two tunnels on the layout. layout. 


Miniature Railway 


“aR 
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The club coach, 
built inthe USA in 
1890 for the WAGR 
by the Gilbert Car 
Company. 


CMR 4-6-0 loco 
"Crawford" appears 
from under a foot 
bridge witha train 
of open passenger 
wagons. In the 
left background can 
be seen the club 
coach and in the 
right background 
the 90ft long truss 
bridge. 


Jack Stanbridge's 
4-6-2 "Shandy" heads 
a train load of pass- 
engers out from the 
station through some 
intricate pointwork. 
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The only diesel 


outline loco on 
the roster of the 
Castledare Mini- 


ature Railway. 
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PROSPECT MODEL RAILWAY CLUBS 
3rd EXHIBITION 


The Exhibition was held over the 
long weekend, June 9-10-llth, at the 
Senior Citizens Hall Blacktown. This 
hall is about 100 yards past the Black- 
town Courthouse, which is probably the 
most forbidding,tasteless,architectur- 
al monstrosity in N.S.W. 


The Exhibition was originally sched- 
uled for a more generous floor space, 
but this was not to be. I have no 
doubt the club was not the first one 
to experience this problem. 


However, the Senior Citizens' Hall 
was more cosy, andas part compensation 
we had the view, out of three windows 
and the back door, of the Western main 
line embankment. Here we witnessed 
46 class grade tamers with their mixed 
interstate freights, cruising past in 
silence, as if saving their enormous 
electrical energy for their main task 


of bucking the awesome gorges and savage 


high passes of the distant barriers of 
the eternal Blue Mountains. Here too 
the Interurbans on the same fearsome 
routine to distant Lithgow; the longest 


by PETER ROGERS. 


journey by electric traction in the 
Southern Hemisphere, and the ‘''Crux 
Fulfilmna' in the evening, of the 


Indian Pacific snaking through on the 
last lap of its vast continental odessy, 
its sleek line of coaches snugged be- 
hind the pulsing power of a beloved 
bullnosed diesel of the 44 class. 


Such an outside railway setting 
added considerable atmosphere to the 
Exhibition. With the limited space 
available, only six layouts were oper- 
ated. These were as follows: 


Club Layout, HO, Fit at eS 


The track and points are Peco and 
the layout had the usual inner bay for 
control and access. The stock con- 
sisted of some 15 complete trains, plus 


shunters, and others in readiness for 
duties. It was mainly a variety of 
Lima, Japenese brass, and Rivarossi. 


The trains had long loads and naturally 
consisted of the legendary Mallets, 
Northerns, Berkshires, Hudsons and 


% 


X 
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Consolidateds of the great era of king 
steam. There were also some diesels, 
and a double headed "Indian Pacific" 
got a leg in. 


Owing to the nature of the layout 
scenery was minimal. Five operators 
were needed to give the viewers variety. 
Two, two-track mainlines were fully 
occupied with long consists. The large 
variety of locos and stock held visit- 
ors and enthusiasts entranced, and it 
was a case of shoulder your way in. 
An unusual itemwas a Rivarossi Atlantic 
high stepper of a long discontinued 
line. 


Keith Robinson's Layout, Maerklin Tin- 
plate, HO/OO0. 7" x Li’. 


This colourful layout was of Maerk- 
lin, snap track, stud contact. It was 
set at childrens' eye level, with two 
small access bays. Items were pro- 
prietry lines for the most part, and 
with its flamboyant colours, was much 
admired by the fair sex and children. 


A large variety of stock was dis- 
played, and some four mainline tracks 
were constantly in action. The stock 
included diesel, steam, and electric 
traction. Controls were at the back 
for operation by one person, and only 
an outer track was. elevated. . Snap 
tinplate track, does not lend itself 
too well to elevations. 


Two German Pacifies were repainted 
as NSW 38 class, which showed what can 
be done with a little imagination. A 
visiting fine-scaler was observed to 
blanche and fumble for his tranquill- 
izers at this confrontation. 


By courtesy of Mr.Searle, Maerklin 
multi-hued pamphlets were freely passed 
out to the children, who referred to 
them as brochures. It is a credit to 
both Mr.Searle and Maerklin, that they 
seem to be the only people who freely 
and consistently make these available 
at exhibitions. 
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Bob Payk's Layout, HO/OO. 


This was an L shaped layout, a type 
which has the advantage of occupying 
the corners, thus saving space. This 
was made up of a combination of roll- 
ing hills, avillage, a country coaling 
shed and an industrial area and engine 
sheds. A pleasing layout, complete 
with signals. Stock was both Contin- 
ental and British types. Among the 
types nor normally seen at exhibitions 
were "Lilliput", 'Hamo'' (Maerklin two 
rail) anda '"Rowa'"' triple articulated 
06-60 electromotive unit. This unit 
was almost silent, while its slow run- 
ning was a delight to watch. It seems 
a pity that wedo not see more of these 
lesser known imports, as they have a 
charm all of their own, 


The impression of this layout was 
that the trains were going somewhere. 
This was largely due to the subtle con- 
touring of the hillsides, and seemed 
almost as if one was watching the pro- 
totype from a distance. 


J. Kendall's Layout, HO/OO, 8' x 4'. 


This was a novelty layout. Its 
features were deep gorges, tunnels and 
locos that vanished and reappeared in 
unexpected places. The children were 
bewildered and fascinated by these con- 
plex manouvres. The fact that the 
high contours of the layout hid the 
operator further added to the mystery. 
The stock eas Triang and Fleischmann. 


The contours were made on a frame- 
work with paper towels and plaster. 
This gave natural folds to gorges - a 
great improvement on paper pulp. An 
interesting feature was the high level 
trestle bridge, complete with fire 
buckets and barrels. 


A look behind the layout showed its 
ingenuity. It was a folded figure ' 
single track, spiralling through and 
giving the appearance of double track. 
Such layouts obviously require careful 
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planning and grading. 
large open layouts. 


More so than 


Mike Guest's layout, N gauge, i gitar ai nee 


This was a gem of design and simp- 
FEeity: The beautiful sweeping curve 
of its valley crossing timber trestles 
and trestle bridge was a true master- 
piece of planning and construction. 
Had trains beenabsent this layout would 
still have commanded attention. Trains 
were secondary to the delightful com- 
position of this neat layout. 


Some six trains were running fault- 
lessly, comprising both steam & diesel. 
A small siding station and yards set 
in a valley were not amiss. The same 
situation exists at Lithgow, complete 
with the brewery: Oldies will recall 
Terry's Brewery andthe yard at Lithgow. 
Even the little people were in the 
right places and attitudes. 

Who operated this? A dedicated 
Oldie? Heck no}! an1l year old 
junior. Juniors also operated and 
assisted competently on other layouts. 


Michael Flack's layout, HO/00, 6' x 4' 


This particular layout proved beyond 
doubt, that it does not have to be big 
to be good. Track was Shinohara, and 
locos were Triang 0-6-0 and 4-4-0 types 
(detailed) hauling short loads. I 
suppose one could. call it a period 
piece of the 1930's (English provinc- 
ial?). The liveries of the stock and 
locos were correct. The controls were 
out of sight behind the scenery. The 
iayout was uncomplicated. 


In essence it showed a low level 
station with goods yards,sidings, coal- 
ing shed, etc., with a township above. 
Similar layouts may be found at Lith- 
gow, Wollongong, and Moss Vale. The 
highlight was the wealth of detail. 
Here again, the little people were in 
force, both activeor engaged in rele- 
vent duties. The cars and other 
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vehicles were of the correct vintage 
and in the correct trade colours. 


The exasperated driver of an old 
solid rubber tyred truck, with its 
front wheel offon the bridge, was sheer 
genius. One could almost hear him 
cussing its cantenkerous metal soul. 
Another gentleman was legging it for 
the stairway entrance atop the station, 
either for the train or the loo. On 
the station, porters were about their 
business trundling hand wagons. Stat- 
ion staff were chalking timetables or 
flagging trains out. 


The high abutments of the station 
were liberally covered with advertise- 
ments. Some advised all to use super 
soaps to destroy that '"Woofy'" smell and 
dishpan hands. Another proclaimed a 
magic elixir that would grow hair ona 
wooden leg, andasad "Baldilocks" with 
an attractive wife was mute testimony 
that "she married him for his money - 
don't let it happen to you." Still 
others brazenly declared that to drink 
or gargle their teas, cocoas, liquor, 
etc., would do you no end of good. 


For a holiday, you could take atrip 
to glorious Pentwiddle-by-the Sea, or 
savour the fleshpot of the Cornish 
Riviera. There is little doubt that 
before T.V., hoarding advertisements 
were a work of art, and painters of 
note with R.A. after their names were 
commissioned to paint them. Oldies 
will recall the NormanLindsay sketches 
at the country train terminals of Syd- 


ney, describing the delights of Soda- 
water. 
Across the platform, at the goods 


yard, the colman was bagging and weigh- 

ing sacks of coal. What for? ask 
Grandma Junior. The goods yards were 
just as we know them. Patches of 
green, from straggling weeds and spilt 
grain, and a few ragged shrubs bravely 
surviving. Along the track we saw the 
ashpit, with contents piled alongside. 
A detail seldom seen on most layouts. 
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A paddock adjoined, with worn fen- 
cing supported by the hedgerows, and a 
few odd trees. The positioning of 
everything was worthy of a Japanese 
landscape gardener. On a side road a 
motorist was held up by a flock of 
sheep. A shepherd and dog were try- 
ing to drive them to one side to allow 
the motorist to pass, once a common 


experience to us all on country roads. 


The church stood in the usual high 
and prominent position atop a hill. 
Here again was seen attention to detail. 
Well laid out front lawns, and the 
cypresses and yews common to the older 


churches. Also to be seen were the 
little cement path to the loo and the 
church signboard and notices. All 
blending together to make the whole 
scene perfection. 

Despite limited facilities the lad- 
ies once again rallied to the aid of 


the men. They provided teas, drinks, 
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and pies etc., for the public, as well 
as meals for the exhibitors, Without 
their. aid the exhibition would not have 
been possible, so forget about that new 
loco or equipment men and do the right 
thing. Instead buy that piece of 
Beswick or Copenhagen Delf that she has 
always wanted for the china cabinet, 


That about wraps it up. Whether 
profit or loss or even, it shows what 
we all can do. There was time for 
renewing old acquaintances, for dis- 
cussion and helping the new chum, and 
time just to be plain proud of what we 


are capable of in our spare time, 


Modelling is ageless evenour ances- 
tral cave dwellers made models of 
their time and place. 


Finally, thanks are extended to all 
those modellers from distant places wh 
made the pilgrimage to Blacktown. 


Ce ne ae Se ae ee ee ee oa 
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Kit 
PMH Plastic Bogies. 
Supplied by ECON Modeis. 


of bogies were supplied 


Three sets 
2AA, 2At, and Top Clasp. These bogies 
appear to be injection moulded of Delrin 
type plastic. The wheels are moulded 


Review 


by REX LITTLE. 


from the same plastic. The reported 
price is /5¢ per pair of bogies. 


The bogies 
detail. 


have quite reasonable 
The wheels are moulded with 
9 spokes. Of the twelve axles, one 
was alittle out of true- probably 

having been taken out of the mould 
whilst still warm. The wheels are 
not. to RP25 standard, - but will track 
through most points including fine 
scale, 


At /5@ per pair of bogies, or even 
91.00 these bogies fill a need for the 
N.S.W.G.R. modeller. For those who 
require finer wheels theones available 
from Bergs will fit straight in the 
bogies. 
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N.S.W.R. BD Bogie Open Wagon. 
Kit from ECON Models. 


are of steel 


The BD open _ wagons 


-onstruction, with vertical 
corrugated sides and ends. They have 
external lashing bars for tarpaulins 
and have timber floors. The sides are 
4' high and there is al0O' double open- 
ing door in the centre of each side. 


The kit consists of two sides, two 
ends and a floor/underframe. A roneoed 
instruction sheet is included, and is 
written to cover avariety of open 
wagons. The kits arecast in a single 
sided mould, and consequently there is 
no inside detail. Nothing is lacking 
on the outside detail. 


The kit was assembled in about one 
hour. The sides needed a little fil- 
ing to bring them to the same length, 
and the ends were filed flat to ensure 
neat fitting. About 1/16" of packing 
was needed to fit the couplings (Kadee 
5&10) in the cutouts cast in the ends. 


The recommended bogies (PMH Top 
Clasp) are not readily available in 
Victoria, and I have used those from 
another kit to photograph the model. 


My only gripe, as a non NSW man, is 
that no instructions are given as_ to 
finishing off the model. No idea of 
numbering, painting, or such details 
as steps, brake handle, etc. Item 8 
of the instructions states -Photographs 


square | 
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available from 
York Street 


and plan of vehicle is 
NSW Government Railways, 
Sydney". 


I checked with the manufacturer, who 
informed me that super-detailing could 
be built in to the kits, but this would 
mean an increase in price. As the kit 
retails at about $2.00, I think that 
what is offered is good value. Filled 
with a suitable load, or covered with 
a tarpaulin, the kit would make a useful 
addition to your rolling stock. 


I have learned that 200 of these 


wagons were made by A.E. Goodwin, and 
were numbered from 28175 to 28374. 


ECGONW BODELS 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR ASSEMBLY OF BOCTE OPEN WAGONS: 


nent nnn NA AARR AR RNG NNR OANA AON ANNO ARRAN Nein nnn nncntntineroenen nena Naeee ee 


Note: Parts which are bent or warped, maybe straightened by moderately heating in 


even cr frypan until part fs flexible, then helding item te a flee surface 
until cold = {1 - 2 ming.) 


Trim all flesh with « knife or file, 

Dry fit all perts together checking for s neat fit. File if necessary. 
Using a4 quick setting adhesive, glue aides to ands ensuring that the Kit-is 
square and the tops level. Leave te dry. 

Fit fleor to sides, filing, if necessary. Drill No. 51 and tap bogie centres 
SBA. Glue floor te sides. 

If applicable assemble Sopies. Use 5/64 drill for axle heles in centre of 
journals. Jackson 10k mm wheels are recommended. 

Bogies applicable for thia vehicle are eee: 

Add couplere - KADEE 5 and 10 - Paint ~ Mat Black ~ Adi! Bostes. 


Photographs and Flan of vehicle is avatiiashle from N.$.W. Government Railways, 


York Street, Sydney. 


FOR SALE. 


Fully embroidered AMRA badges 50mm 
(2") high. Suitable for affixing to 
that engine drivers cap or your blazer 
pocket, or where ever. 


Available from your Branch Secretary 
or Rex Little, for 40 cents each. 


If ordering by mail, please include 
a stamped, addressed envelope. 
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Better model railway electrics 


This - is the <-fourth. of a series 
written by Allan Dowel, based on his 
experience as electrical engineer with 
the Melbourne Model Railway Society. 


A train controller no matter what 
type, can be broken down into three 
parts:- speed controller; direction 
control; and overload control. 


If you want the best in performance 
and reliability then you should build 
your own. The parts I describe in this 
article are suitable for individual, 
common or split potential type power 
supplies,but the connections will vary. 


Let's first look at requirements 
for a train controller in turn. 


1. Speed Control. 


The simplest way to achieve speed 
control is to use a variable resistor. 
The resistor should have sufficient re- 
Sistance to stop a light current loco 
running "light" on flat track, before 
turning the power right off. It would 
have as many different intermediate 
speeds between this point and full speed 
as is practical. It should be non- 
linear in resistance to provide linear 
speed variations (a small resistance 
change at high speed results in quite 
a substantial speed change, but would 
have very little effect at low speed). 
It should be made from resistors or 
resistance wire which will not burn 
out under sustained adverse conditions. 


We have achieved all of these fea- 
tures with our MMRS Speed Controller. 
So good is the performance that I know 
several modellers who, having previously 
rejected commercial resistive control- 
lers in favour of electronic "inertia" 


by ALLAN DOWEL. 


controllers, have now gone back to this 
resistor controller, 


The MMRS Speed Controller is manu 
factured and assembled as follows: 


The base is a 4'' or 6" square piece 
of 3/16" hardboard preferably the ten- 


pered type (see Fig, 7,) 
t 
| 


& 
~ ay 


a 


eee pay Ce 


No 30 fe | 


Chom fer. o 


FIG. 7. HARDBOARD BASE 


A 3/8" hole is drilled through the 
centre for a bearing (Fig. 8b.) 


Four mounting holes are drilled ;%'' 
in from each corner, 


A complete circle of No, 30 drill 
holes are then drilled about 3/8" apart. 
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One larger 5/32'' hole is drilled for 
a ''stop screw. 


The base is then chamferred,sanded, 
undercoated, and finally sprayed with 
enamel (grey in our case). 


Screws 4'' long x 1/8"d. brass whit- 
worth round head, are then fitted to 
each of the holes in the circle, 28 for 
the 6" base or 24 for -the 4", with a 
brass nut tightly on each. 


The Bearing is then fitted with two 
more of the same screws, using the 
bearing as atemplate to drili the two 
holes in the hardboard base. 


At this stage wecan fit the resistor 
which is coiled resistance wire like an 
electric jug element, but much longer. 
We once used jug elements, but they 
almost went off the market when nickel 
prices rose sharply. 


With the aid of a ruler and a 
Stanley knife or similar, the turns of 
wire are separated at vital places, 
where the wire is to be attached to 
the screws. There is no point in 
stating the precise dimensions here, as 
they would vary with each jug element 
and the number of screws in the circle. 
Basically for HO/00, we are aiming at a 
total resistance of about 60 ohms. We 
generally start off at the high speed 
and with sections of about 1/8", in- 
creasing through 3/16, 1/4, 3/8, 1/2, 
Sf4 15.1 1/4" te say ft t/2" with; more 
of the smaller sections than the larger. 


The sections. are then separated to 
about 3/4"-1"' apart, and the straight 


section (between coils) is shaped into 


a U, and fitted with another nut to the 
screw. The element wire should not be 
wound around the screw, as this will 
cause it tocut itself, being very hard 
wire. 


The first connection is made to the 
Full Speed screw ( the most clockwise 
looking at the top) and start with the 


short 


the last screw dead. 


sections. Don't forget to leave 
This is the off 


position, 


(b) 
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CONTACT PLATE- O  PHOS.BRONZE 


Drill out 


KNOB — PLASTIC 
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The Stop Screw canbe fitted at this 
_ Stage. This is a I" - 5/32". round 
head zinc plated, steel screw, and it 
is fitted from the bottom, and with a 
zinc plated nut onthe top of the base. 
It canbe made to look pretty by fitting 
a piece of 3mm plastic tubing over the 
top, after pre-expanding the tubing on 
a tapered tool, or long nosed pliers. 


We now come to the Arm _ Assembly 
(Fig. 8a- ). The arm itself is a 
piece of 5/8" x 1/8" mild steel bar, 
painted the same colour as the base. 
It is drilled to take the Bearing Screw, 
the Contact Plate and the Knob. The 
knob, a popular commercial type comes 
with a 3/16" zine plated screw in the 
bottom, which holds it to the display 
card. We discard the screws and drill 
them out with a 5/32" drill so that 
they can rotate on a fixed 1" x 5/32" 
screw fitted with two nuts. After 
pre-assembly of the arm,al 1/4" x 1/4" 
Engine Bolt(zinc plated) is fitted into 
the bearing from below, also fitting 
a 1/4" brass washer above and below 
the bearing. It is held by a 1/4" 
standard zinc plated nut, but not 
tightly. The arm assembly comes next, 
and this is locked onto the bearin; 
screw witha nickel plated 1/4" "acorn' 
nut for neatness. 


The vertical bearing dimensions all 
hinge around the 1/4" engine belt, 
to ensure that only the unthreaded 
portion rides in the bearing, andthe 
length is just right for the blind 
thread in the acorn nut. 


The arm should now rotate freely 
but firmly, with good pressure between 
the contact plate and the screw heads. 
A touch with a fine file to the screw 
heads may help, as will the tiniest 
touch of light grease. 


Connections to the speed controller 
are made by connecting two wires, one 
to the Full Speed screw and one to the 
Bearing each with an extra nut. 


PAGE 93 

N Scale Speed Controllers should be 
higher in resistance than for HO - about 
100 ohms in fact, Otherwise they can 
be the same as discribed above, The 
extra resistance is best achieved by 
using three one watt radio resistors 
of say 8, 12 & 20 ohms, 


For those who do not wish to be in- 
volved in manufacture or assembly of 
such a controller, both kits (with de- 
tailed instructions) and complete con- 
trollers can be purchased from either 
the Victoria Branch of AMRAor the MMRS, 
When ordering, you should quote three 
specifications - Size (6"'-4"' square) 
Scale (HO or N) Complete or Kit, 


CONTROLLER ASSEMBLED. 


FIG. 9 


-2. Direction Control. 


To get the advantage of a 360 degree 
type speed controller suchas that just 
described, we must use a separate switch 
for direction control, and surely this 
would be prototypical. I know of no 
full scale locomotive with a "centre 
Off" controller, but no doubt there 
would be one somewhere in the world, 


This separate switch will vary in 
type according to the power supply 
system adopted. 


Briefly, for individual and common 
power supplies, a D.P.D.T.(double Pole 
double throw) toggle switch, or a PMG 
key switch is required. The connect- 
ions for these are shown in figures 
10::Ca) and 10 (b)., 


simpler switch, aS.P.D.T. (single pole 
double throw) toggle switch will do the 


job, and of course, the P.M.G. key 
switch will handle it easily. The 
connections for both are shown in 


figures 11 (a) and 11 (b). 


Note that in Figure 10, the switch 
actually reverses the current from the 
power supply, where as in figure 11 


the switch selects either12V+ or 12V-. 


If the direction switch can be 
mounted immediately above the speed 
controller, its position can usually 
relate to train direction at some point 
on the layout, ie. switch in left pos- 
ition for train movement to the left. 


3, Overload Control. 


Every controller should include some 
form of current overload prevention and 
indication. The commercially avail- 
able H & M electromagnetic or thermal 
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Overload lamp ve 
or cutout ee 
; jf ee Overload 
2v In Speed Contral Out IN OUT 
: a S.P.D.T. Speed control. 
D.PD.T Toggle Switch. Toggle switch ! 
(a) TOGGLE SWITCH. 
(a) TOGGLE SWITCR 
ciacepresiananet Speed contro! 
Fee 
Overload l2v— 
OuTPuT IN 1 Over load OUT 
<Oe 
oe rth 
(FMB REY SW ITER FIG. Il. CONTROLLER CIRCUITS FOR 
SPLIT POTENTIAL POWER AND 
FIG.10 CONTROLLER CIRCUITS FOR COMMON RETURN 
COMMON OR_INDIVIDUAL POWER. 
For split potential power supply a cut-outs are quite satisfactory but by 


far the best is acar head lamp or 
"stop" lamp. Unfortunately, this 
system can only be used on common and 
split potential power supply systems 
where the power pack has at least three 
amps output. 


This is one more advantage in using 
a split potential power pack. The car 
lamp (cost about 50c) is cheap, self 
indicating, self restoring, has no 
moving parts and no contacts. 


The type you should use is rated at 
12 volts and 35 watts fora3 amp supply 
or 45 watts for a 4 amp supply. Dis- 
carded "dual filament" tail lamps are 
usually OK on the stop filament. You 
can easily calculate that, on a dead 
short circuit, 35 watts is under 3 amps, 
and therefore will not overload the 
power pack. Don't buy a socket, it 
will cost you more than the lamp, and 
the chances are that you will never 
need to replace the lamp. 


\ 
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Solder the wires directly onto the 
lampbase, but take care not to put 
mechanical stress on the soldered con- 
tacts, or they will come away from the 
base. I usually tape the insulated 
wires to the metal base, then make the 
solder connection last. 


Lamp overload protection makes use 
of the characteristics of a lamp fil- 
ament which has alow resistance when 
cold, but a high resistance when hot. 


A red bezel over the lamp will give 
adequate indication of overload. 


KRREKKEKRKEKERERKRERRERRERERERERRKEERERREREE 


Have you ever been sitting back in 
your favourite chair, doing absolutely 
nothing, (when you know that there are 
one hundred and one odd jobs that need 
doing) except resting and letting your 
mind run free? Then it hits you! 


"Here I am, an Australian railway 
modeller with $100 gold plated _ loco- 
motives running on code 70 trackwork, 
all handbuilt rolling stock on $4.00 
bogies using $1.00 couplers and scratch 
built buildings and trees on the lay- 
out, and where has it got me? I can 
see the boy across the street crying 
because his father will not allow him 
to play with HIS train. Yes, Dad is 
playing with them - what no derailments 
and he is running them backwards plat 
out: Oh no - an oil tanker coupled 
direct to a steam locomotive. Now 
he's using a steam shunter to work an 
air-conditioned express.... Well I 
suppose I had better do my duty and 
set this bloke on the right track." 


"G8day mate. I'm from the Bullant 
Ridge Model Railway Association, and 
I'm here to give you help and advice. 
First of all you are driving them too 
fast. Never put an oil tanker near a 
steam loco, you might have a fire. A 
steam shunter would never pull a train 
that long. Then: there's..." 

"Hang about mate. I happen to like 
fast trains." 


The Right Track? 


by BUNYIP. 


"Just before you get heated up, come 
over tomyplace and look at my trains. 
See how slow they run. Don" &- fouck! 
Tt took months to build and you might 
break it. Now watch my automatic 
couplers work. See how the train re- 
verses. Oops! a wagon came off, Oh no! 
another two! Now they have fallen to 
the floor - 6 months work down the drain. 
Oh well let's try again. That blasted 
track, must be dirty........may be the 
wheels need cleaning. Gee I'm sorry 
mate - it doesn't seem to work." 


The visitor looks carefully at the 
layout, scratches his chin and then - 
"IT dunno mate, you have $1,000 worth 
here and it looks good, but it doesn't 
seem to work. I've only got $100 
worth, allofit from the toy shop, but 
at least it work. The trains don't 
derail, I can add a wagon for $4, and 
the couplers don't break. You're a 
MUG?! You orta sell all this stuff 
and get some that works." 


Well it makes one think. Here we 
are with two Australian Associations, 
making Standards, encouraging Austral- 
ian trains and scratch building, when 
in fact we are trying to change every- 
one from a reliable train system to a 
frustrating,accurate,authentic system. 


WhO oS “Sieh. <5 6s a SUNN. 
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Shop Spy 


Secon at Berges Hobbies, Parramatta, 
Ymn and 10.mm spoked wheels, metal 
axles’ and metai tims, plastic centres. 
Priced at about 25¢ per pair of wheels 
on an axle. The axles are pinpointed, 
and the wheels appear to be RP25 stand- 
ard. 


Also at Bergs, plastic bogies, NSW 
type. Some of the types are:- 2AA, 


The Editor, 
AMRA Journal. 


Dear Sir, 


If you look at my letter accompany- 
ing the "Beechworth Branch Line" you 
will see a note that it was written by 
an ex AMRA member Llew Joslin. I would 
appreciate it if you would put this 
correction in Journal to save any embar- 
rasment. 


In additionto "Think Big This Year" 
the Model Dockyar are stocking Atlas 
(or Ro-Co) products: 


Locos - F9 Diesel loco, 8 wheel drive, 
$3959. 
6 wheel Plymouth Loco, $26.95. 


Box Cars (4 types), Reefers (4 types). 
Gondolas (4 types), Ore Cars(3 types). 


/ 


4 wheel cabooses (3 roads) -all ro a 


They also sell English Prototype 
4 wheel wagon KITS made by 4H. 12 ton 
open wagon §2.15, 8 ton box van $2.95, 
10 ton open wagon $1.80. 
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2AT, Top Hang Clasp Brake, Low Hang 
Clasp Brake. These are priced at $1 
per pair of bogies. 


Bergs also have Brass Bogies, NSW 
types 2AE (for CHO etc.) and 2AJ(for 
older style coaches, FS, VS,etc.)these 
are beautifully made and are priced at 
abOue 32.25 a pair. 


Also seen were: various kits, both 
MRC and Protype. Some of th e seen 
were:- MFO, EHO, FHG, MHO, GLX, K, RU, 
CW, and CH. 

CEDRIC ROLFE. 


KKKEKKKKKKKKKEK KKK KKK KEKE REREERERERERE 


FOR 


/ READER'S 
LETTERS 


The Journal is keeping up its ex- 
cellent standard - Longratulations. 


RICHARD GUTTERIDGE. 


Dear Sir, 


The article by Alan Templeman in 
Journal 104, about the country hotels, 
brings to mind the interesting obser- 
vation that hotels were usually access- 
ible from loco watering stations. In 
fact, if modelling any station more 
than just a halt, and you wish to in- 
clude apart of the township, a hotel - 
"Railway Hotel" naturally, opposite 
the station cannot look out of place. 


The photograph of the Bargo Hotel 
revives memories for me. For the bene- 
fit of those readers unfamiliar with 
the place, Bargo is about 64 miles (102 
kilometers) from Sydney on the main 
Southern line, approximately 11 miles 
from Picton, an uphill climb for most 
of the way. It was a regular stop 
for goods trains to take water, and 
careful setting of the water valve would 
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ensure that the driver and fireman had 
time to call upon Mine Host and return 
to the train without the tender over- 
flowing. The Guard, being further 
away was unable to join the shout, but 
being quick off the mark, and then re- 
joining the brakevan as it passed from 
the refuge back to the main line, was 
at no real disadvantage. 


Incidentally, if an Inspector hap- 
pened to be travelling on the train, 
he would be expected to see that no one 
was infringing the rules. Having re- 
turned to the train, he could be relied 
upon to remain on the train. This act 
of protocol inrespect to seniority was 
part of the unwritten code of ethics 
which once prevailed among the running 
staff. 


Today, the diesel locos race through 
Bargo with their express bogies, and 
the grass stands high over the pathway 
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to what was once an essential part of 
the country station, 


DARRYL MUSGROVE:, 


Dear Sir, 

On the last issue of Journal there 
is a query regarding magnets for use 
with Rivarossi type couplers, 

For years I have used this type of 


coupler and have found that the magnets 
fram Triang motors are ideal for this 
purpose. If necessary, use in pairs, 
They are cheap, and easily obtained, 


The magnets from discarded pick up 
arms of record players, are approxi- 
mately the size mentioned inthe query, 
but are rather hard to obtain, 


Hoping this may be of some assist- 


ance » CEDRIC ROLFE. 
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Branch 


VICTORIA. 


Meetings areheld on 2nd Thursday of 
each month at TimDunlop House, 92 Wills 
Street Glen Iris, commencing at 8 p.n. 


The Dinner Dance, held in May, was 
voted Al by those who attended. Our 


Reports 


Social Organiser was requested to make 
this a regular Agenda Item, so that 
members andtheir wives can enjoy these 
convivial get-togethers, With the re- 
sumption of the monthly Crazy Whist 
nights, members have another avenue by 
which to interest their wives/friends 
in AMRA activities. More "card sharps'' 
are needed to make these nights a 
success. 


poorly at- 
kindle 


Working Bees are still 
tended, and in an endeavour to 


interest, a Barbecue Working Bee was 
arranged. Whilst a few new faces were 
evident, there is a general apathy by 


members to any activity that involves 
"siving". Unfortunately it seems we 
have many "'takers'' who are _ prepared 
to let others look after our invest- 
ment in Tim Dunlop House, 
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The Agenda for the next three mcnths 
is as follows:- 


Aug. 4th. Crazy Whist at clubrooms. 


9th. Monthly meeting - Talk by 
Mr. N. Cave of the VR. 


Competiticn - Construction 
of an Australian container 
wagon. 


llth. Dinner Dance at clubrooms. 


Sept. lst. Crazy Whist at clubrooms. 


13th. Monthly meeting - talk by 
Selley's representative. 
Competition - photograph 
of a model. 


Oct. 6th. trazy Whist at clubrooms. 


llth Monthly meeting - railway 
slides by Mal. Baker. 
Competition - construction 
of a passenger car - any 
prototype. 


13th. Rail Trip to Maldon. 


LADIES' AUXILIARY. 

The next meeting of the Ladies' 
Auxiliary will be held on Friday, 10th 
August, 1973, at 8 pem-, at the home 
of the Secretary, Margaret Doherty, 
115 Mountain View Parade, Rosanna, 
(phone 45-7123). All ladies are 


welcome and there will be no charge. 


At this meeting, we will be discuss- 
ing plans for the Children's Christmas 
Party. Have you any suggestions that 
will make this a great success? 


Remember, the success of the Victor- 
ian Branch depends on the members. 


De you back up your Committee of Man- 
agement by attending monthly meetings 
and working bees or support the funct- 
ions arranged by the Social Organiser? 
If not, how about giving it a trys 
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Country members or visitors to Mel- 
bourne have only to get in touch with 
a Committee Member(details appeared in 
Journal 104) and arrangements could 
probably be made for private layout 
visits if our Branch has no activities 
planned during your stay. 


JOHN J. HARRY. 


QUEENSLAND. 


The Annual General Meeting and 
election of officers was held at the 
home of Arthur Robinson on April 26. 


Office bearers are:- 


President Eric Lyon 

Vice President Jim Fainges 
Secretary Arthur Robinson 
Treasurer Roger Kershaw 


Branch Reporter Jim Christie 

The evenings entertainment 
vided by Jim Bilby with a showing of 
slides on British Rail. . 7 


It has been decided to exhibit our 
layout at the next Model Railway Week 
at the City Hall in November. For 
several years we have had a static dis- 
play of members' models. This layout 
has both 4'8%"' and 3'6"' tracks. (Note 
my skillful avoidence of the word 
narrow"). Overall size is 21' by 
10". Arthur Robinson has obligingly 
allowed it to be assembled and restored 
under his house. As the layout has 
not been used for a couple of years 
much work has to be done. Any members 
able to help would be most welcome. 


Jim Fainges will be conducting a 
'Model Railway Workshop" on aspects of 
modelling available for both members 
and non members. Classes commence in 
JUNE. 


On May 19, a number of members and 
wives motored down to Beaudesert to 
visit Ian Walker. Ian and wife June 
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provided an excellent barbecue lunch 
after an inspection was made of Ian's 
OO layout. 


May 24 was my turn for the monthly 
meeting the feature being HOn3% model- 
ling. See 


By- the time this goes to press, the 
June meeting will have been held at 
Roger Kershaw's home at Arana Hills. 
The month's topic being a showing by 
Roger of his slides on the N.S.W.G.R. 


Future meetings are: 


Aug. 23rd. Silastic Moulding at the 
home of Mr. E. Lyon, 112 
Reeve St. Clayfield. 


~ Sept. 27th. Timetable operation of 


layout at the home of Mr. 
P. Kennedy, 9 Merring St. 
Oxley. Note. As numbers 

are limited for this visit 
please contact Secretary 
beforehand. If numbers 
are sufficient a second 
night may be arranged. 


Meetings commence at 8.00 p.m. 


JIM CHRISTIE 


N 


AMRA 


Clubroom 


and friends spent an 


35 members 
enjoyable afternoon inspecting the Com- 
monwealth Engineering Plant on Saturday 
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14th April. Carriages of the Rail- 
ways Of Australia were seen in various 
stages of construction as well as a 
number of new double decker suburban 
electric cars. Our thanks go to Stan 
Dick for organising and conducting 
the tour. 


Saturday 5th May saw 29 members and 
families eagerly inspecting the Qantas 
Jet Base at Mascot Airport. As luck 
had it a Jumbo was conveniently placed 
for the benefit of our enthusiastic 
group. Members were fascinated with 
the ride in the mini elevator within 
the aircraft. Overall, quite an en- 
joyable and enlightening afternoon, 
thanks to Tony Stapleton. 


Monday 7th May 19 members said their 
fond farewells and best wishes to Gus 
and Marge Durham at a dinner given in 
their honour. N.S.W. Branch will miss 


this fine couple and the  decicated 
work they have done over the years. 
Western Australia will be beneficial 


by gaining them within their ranks. 
Best of luck Gus and Marge. 


Saturday 19th May saw the first of 
our Buffet/Film Nights. 56 members 
and families were inattendance and all 
enjoyed the fine cuisine prepared by 
the Ladies Auxiliary. 


Saturday 2nd June saw the "Alfoil 
King" at it again with his plaster 
rocks. With the number of dioramas 
being constructed over the past few 
years we may even get to join them up 
and made one huge layout. 


Clubroom Activities. 


The "0" gauge platform is all but 
finished and a small gentleman is 
flourishing blueprints for points, 
crossovers, etc. All this may bear 
fruit in the not too distant future. 


Normal 
to their usual patronage. 


clubroom activities are up 
The layout 
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Operation meetings are allowing the 
junior members to show us their cap- 
abilities at the controls. Modelling 
clinics, too are bringing out the future 
Jack Shamblers or Rex Littles. Perhaps 
next year's competition might promise 
to be a battle of the States. 


It has been brought to my attention 
of the number of members who have mis- 
laid their programme. Copies can be 
obtained by contacting the Secretary 
Allan Brown. 


Don't forget the North Shore Rail- 
way Modellers Convention at the end of 
October. Programmes and booking forms 
are available at the clubrooms. 


Future Activities. 


August. 

Sat. 4th. Moulding by B. Gallagher. 

Fri.. 10th. Model clinic. 

Sat. llth. Layout construction. 

Sat. 18th. Car trial & picnic - see 
notice board for details. 

Fri. 24th. Layout operation. 


A. BROWN & G. BALL. 


News From 
Other Clubs 


North Shore Railway Modellers' Assoc... 
Dear Fellow Railway Modeller, 

The North Shore Railway Modellers 
Association, your host club, extends 
to all Railway Modellers and their 
friends acordial invitation to join us 
at our "All Railway Modellers' Convent- 
ion" on the weekend Friday, Saturday, 
Sunday, 26, 27, and 28 October, 1973. 


The Convention is to be held at the 
Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Police 
Boys' Club, which is conveniently sit- 


Citizens. 
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uated near the Railway Station, at 94 
George Street, Hornsby. 


To defray the cost of the convention 
it will be necessary to levy a sub- 
scription provisionally $5.00 for each 
full convention member. This fee will 
include the Convention Dinner, to be 
held on the Saturday Evening. You may 
invite your wife and/or friends to this 
portion of the programme only and a 
charge of $2.50 will be payable in re- 
spect of each person who is not a full 
convention member. 


A comprehensive and varied programme 
has been arranged to commence at 7 pm 
on Friday evening, and to continue 
throughout Saturday. A series of 


competitions will also be held. 


The programme for Sunday 28 October 
remains open at this stage. It.is 
proposed to arrange a rail tour taking 
in the New South Wales Rail Transport 
Museum and one or two other places 
of interest on the metropolitan rail 
system. This tour will only be held 
if sufficient interest is shown at an 
early date. 


Registration forms and subscriptions 
are required to be in the hands of the 
Secretary by 31 August 1973. 


Full details and registration forms 
are available from:- John H. Thomas, 
Hon.Secretary N.S.R.M.A. 28 Park Ave., 
Waitara. 20//. 


Remember this 
Enquire now. 


is your Convention. 


JOHN H. THOMAS 


KKKKEKKEKKEKRKKERERER 
WANTED. 


TT locos and rolling stock in good 
running order, but body condition not 
important. Advise price required. 
Jim Christie, 32 Wana St., Sunnybank, 
Q'id. 4109. Phone 48 5238, bus.hours. 
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Editorial 


~ JOURNAL BOX 


It was very gratifying to receive 
those two "Not for publication"letters 
complimenting us on the May/June issue 
of Journal. 


I say US deliberately, because Journ- 
al is a team effort. Firstly, YOU 
Supply the articles, then I read them 
and make any corrections, alterations, 
etc. that I think might apply. Robin 
types them into 38 space columns, and 
I re-read them andcorrect any mistakes 
that might have crept in, orthat I may 
have missed earlier. Jack marks them 
up, and Dot types theminto page format, 
while Bill takes care of the filust rate 
ions. Finally Jack sits down with his 
scissors and paste and puts them into 
final form, starting from the back and 
front of Journal, and hoping that they 
will neet in the middle. They are then 
sent to the printers, who do the head- 
ings and the advertisements, and fin- 
ally print, collate, and bind Journal. 
Bob, who having already addressed the 
envelopes, puts the Journals in them 
and posts them out to you. 


SO, you see, the real compliments 
belong to Jack, for his choice of mat- 
erial from that which is available to 
him at the time. 


- However, after many years on the job, 
Jack and Dot are going to retire. 

continued on page 102. 
COVER PHOTO. 


3659 leaves Wollongong Station with 
a Sydney bound passenger train. A 
scene on Alan Templeman's layout. 


Photo by A. Templeman. 
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THE SECRETARY'S DESK 


=. Wee 


A comment was recently made, crit- 
icising some of the C.0.M. for alleged- 
ly failing to do something, on the 
principle that if one was onthe commit- 
tee, one should give it full priority. 


Now this sounds fine in theory, but 
I must point out that all the members 
of this C.O.M. are in no way a special 
type of person, but like everyone else 
have to work for a living. Let us 
make no bones about it, one's family 
and livelihood do take precedence over 
the hobby. 


When the C.O.M. was transferred from 
Melbourne to Sydney, there was quite a 
job to get enough volunteers for the 
number required. Then there was the 
problem of who would do what, and no 
one wanted the Secretary's position. 


Would L take it on for the first 
year - which has now stretched to five? 
Why? Well last year over 600 nomin- 
ation forms were sent out and the mag- 
nificent number of 25 were returned. 


A number of these simply stated - 
"nominate the present committee" which 
in that form is no nomination, and the 
balance failed to nominate sufficient 
numbers to make a full committee. 


So, the standard procedure, which 
would have been the same in Melbourne, 
is to review those forms received at 
the meeting before the AGM, and fill 
up forms to make up the numbers - and 
presto we are in for another year. 
If we approach a likely candidate, the 
standard reply is ‘would like to, but 
just haven't the time". 
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However, notwithstanding the above, 
I can assure you, we do not approach 
the job with indifference, but must fit 
it in with the afore mentioned prior- 
ities. So remember, if you do not 
receive an immediate reply to a query, 
there is a more important reason for 
any delay. 


There have been instances of mail 
going astray - I have recently had a 
couple of letters that were posted in 
Sydney, take a week to arrive. So LE 
anyone thinks they may have been cold 
shouldered, just drop another line to 
uS © You could not miss out twice in 
a row - I hope: 


I do hope you have done your little 
bit to lighten the load, and have re- 
turned the account form along with your 
subscription renewal, and the form for 
Junior and Student, if applicable, 


completely filled in. 


You would be surprised at the amount 
of June Dunn's time that is taken up 
trying to keep the records up to date, 
often with sketchy information. 


Changing the subject, how many of 
you are entering any of the competitions? 


KEKKKRKEKEKKEKERRERER 


Editorial cont. 


After much arm twisting, I believe we 
now have another Publisher to take over 
and keep our team complete. For the 
old timers, this necessary but onerous 
task is virtually that of Co-ordinating 
Editor. added to the legal responsibil- 
ity of being the Associations' Publisher. 
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These notes and photos on the 


"Central African Transcontinental 
Lines'' (mv imaginary consortium of 
Rhodesian, South African and Mozambique 
railways) are offered in the hope of 
encouraging beginners who may have 
realised that tracks and trains are 
not enough but are afraid to tackle 
the scenic setting. Te: ien't*' ‘adi 
that hard. 


No artistic ability? If the desire 
is there, the ability is latent. De- 
velop it - and be rewarded, as I have 
been. 


The easiest way to proceed is to let 
the pictures and their commentaries ex- 
plain themselves, so here goes. 


Photo l. General view of Bundu 
station. Narrow gauge track in fore- 
ground. (The terrain is imaginary as 


well as the consortium. Actually, 
there is no narrow gauge in Rhodesia, 
though the region imagined is supposed 
to be somewhere in the border with 
Mozambique). Overbridge and canopy 
made from Airfix kits. Main station 
building, home-made, mainly of balsa, 
from a New Zealand design seen during 
my year there. The vertical streak 
in the sky background (visible also in 
photos 12 and 13) is the smoke of a 
controlled grass fire in the distance. 
The farmer prudently waited for awind- 
less day. The road going off on the 
extreme left helps to disguise a corner. 
It is painted on the curved piece of 
thin card (about one foot radius) which 
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COUNTRY 
“SPRINGAROO” 


covers the corner. I use this dodge 
wherever two painted backgrounds meet 
at right-angles with appropriate scenery 
to taste. 


The backdrops themselves are lengths 
of stiff carton card bought from a 
carton factory, topped and jointed 
behind with thin wood "cover-strip" as 
used to cover joints in ceiling hoarding. 
White wallpaper-underlay paper is pasted 
on. Sky painted with Princess Blue 
Dulux "Spring'', shading off to the much 
lighter Feather Blue towards the skyline 
(where the sky is usually a paler shade). 
Clouds are Vivid White, toned down as 
requisite. Basic colour of painted 
landscape is Amber Sun, modified with 
various shades of brown water-colour. 
The effect aimed at throughout is that 
of a spring afternoon, with the veld- 
grasses, bone-dry after Rhodesia's 
rainless "winter',almost golden-bright 
in the strong sunlight. 


Photo 2. Bundu station from another 
viewpoint. Narrow-gauge passenger 
train, headed by 0-6-OT No. 1, at plat- 
form 3. The two passengers on the 
platform, one seated, the other stand- 
ing, reading a paper, may be just 
visible. They were made for me by my 
artist daughter from Cape Town while 
visiting us here in Perth. Commercial 
figures are too small to look right 
with Sn3 scale unless in the "false 
perspective" background. False per- 
spective is often useful to suggest 
more depth than is really there. 
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One can also "get away with'' OO 
scale figures if they are only partly 
visible (for instance, a driver's head 
and shoulders in the cab window). 


Photo 3. A poor one, used to fill wp 


the hole. CAT class B Pacific about 
to cross truss’ girder bridge at Twin 
Rivers. NG plate girder bridge over 


Troutstream in background. Similar 
but longer bridge over Ikonamanzi River 
(the word means "definitely no water") 
out of sight, a little further up the 
line on the left. 


Photo 4. NG goods headed by Mogul 
No. 2, climbing the spiral that gives 
the line its final lift to Chimanimani 
View station. The Chimanimani Mount- 
ains are "Prototype": they are on the 
Mozambique border. Part of the range, 
painted from acolour-photo, is in the 
right background but may be lost in 
reproduction. If I'd painted them any 
more clearly they wouldn't look right 
on the layout itself: they're in the 
hazy distance. Part of the Ikonamanzi 
bridge is visible on extreme right. 
Behind the train are three Rhodesian 
msasa trees, made of twisted wire and 
sawdust, the latter painted brilliant 
red. These trees put out gorgeous red 
leaves in early spring, turning green 
later. They tend to be flat-topped. 
(Note on trees: those commercially 
available, as far as I know, are suited 
only to "domesticated'', man-made lands 


scapes. For '"wild'' country one has 
to improvise. I still have a lot to 
learn. At present I use cotton-wool 
stuck to gum-tree twigs, covered with 


sawdust stuck on by first spraying the 
wool with diluted aquadhere and painted 
with poster paint. I've just found 
that a coat of dried used tea-leaves 
on topofthe sawdust, before painting, 
gives a more leafy effect. I use the 
same idea for bushes and hedges, the 
latter ona base of shaped caneite. 
See also photos 5, 6 and 8. 


Photo 5. At Bundu East Junction:CAT 
CLASS C 4-8-2 "Catamount" latest add- 


ition to loco 
tunnel and stops 


roster) emerges from 
to investigate hot- 
box-like smell from  left-hand-side 
Bissel truck. Fireman has told Train 
Control by phone, so SAR Class 14R gets 
right of way meanwhile. Normally outer 
circuit trains from tunnel have auto- 
matic right of way, forobvious reason. 
(The foregoing is the official story. 
Actually, I didn't notice the crucial 
point till the "obvious reason" stared 


at me from the picture. The signal 
which gave 'Catamount"' the stop order 
is cut, out of the picture. It was 


slanting, anyway. Since corrected). 


Now some more about landscaping. 


On a sub-structure of the L-girder 
type described some years ago in the 
American "Model Railroader", the open- 
Top principle is followed, except at 
Bundu station and yard, which is ona 
solid case of caneite on top of hard- 
board. Lengths of hardboard, cut to 
the contours desired and made as light 
as possible consistent with strength, 
are fixed, on edge, along the rear of 
the layout, lightly touching the painted 
backdrops. An egg-box type framework 
is attached made of carton card, stiff- 
ened at intervals with hardboard in- 
stead, and covered with strips of thin- 
ner card at intervals of 2 to 3 inches. 


Aquadhere is the adhesive used, but 
anything adequate will do. On top of 
this framework, irregular shaped bits 
of strong brown paper are pasted. The 
smoother the contours, the larger these 
strips can be. For these I used di- 
luted aquadhere. For irregular sur- 
faces it often helps to wet the paper: 
it then settles better in place. 


Yes, I know the "zip'' method is 
simpler and much quicker. I tried it, 
but it didn't give me the control of 
shape that I wanted and the plaster 
("rockard') obtainable here set too 
quickly for my somewhat deliberate 
workmanship. 
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does not have 
I paint it with 


Now, if the surface 
to take any strain, 
"Spring" Amber Sun, then with farily 
strong aquadhere, and scatter sawdust 
over it. For wild veld grasses I found 
sawdust made froma light coloured wood, 
used for a crate in which a Japanese 
air-conditioner was delivered to me, 
was just the right natural colour with- 
out need for any dye or paint. I made 
the sawdust by cutting with my little 
power circular saw; couldn't get any- 
thing like the right colour from any 
local source; inthis part of the world 
a lot of dark-coloured hardwoods are 
used, so you get amixture of colours. 
That's all right for track ballast or 
stationyard and engine-depot ashes, 
painted, or for any similar surface 
that's going to be painted. 


sawdust 
but it 
though 
dyed, for lawn grasses in 


I had first tried caneite 
(also about the right colour), 
was too fine for the purpose; 
all right, 
gardens. 


Photo 6. This shows rocky surfaces 
as well as grassed veld. For those 
the paper layer is not painted but 
coated with white Spakfilla or Poly- 
filla,thick enough to be lightly carved 
when set. For more conspicuous rocks 
I used Rockard, made inalump and then 
bashed with a hammer when set, thus 
producing chunks of all shapes and 
sizes, no two alike. These I embedded 
into the Spakfilla, plastering more 
Spakfilla between where needed to 
prevent them stocking out too con- 
spicuously. The whole was then painted 
with water-color, using several washes. 
Caution: Rockard takes up the colour 
like blotting-paper so needs’ lighter 
treatment than the Spakfilla. My rocks 
are alight red-brown with orange mixed 
in, and the carved crevices emphasised 


a bit, to taste, with darker browns. 
Caution: rock is rarely as dark as one 
may think: go and look at your local 


kinds for guidance. 


Photo 7. The NG passenger train en- 
tering Chimanimani View station having 
climbed the spiral and crossed the plate 
girder bridge that carries the line 
over itself. Mountains may be faintly 
visible in right background. The house 
in centre background looks farther away 
than it is because it is to HO scale. 
(False perspective). The line ends 
under the road bridge at extreme left, 
up against a mirror that makes it seem 
to go on. 


Photo 8. "Catamount" in foreground. 
NG goods train climbing towards Twin 
Streams. 


Photo 9. Turntable and part of (low 
relief) roundhouse. Engines, left to 
right: Class O (0 for obsolete) ex- 
Natal Govt. Rlys. 4-6-2T, CAT class A 


O-8-O, CAT xlass B Pacific, SAR class 
16DA_ Pacific, SAR class 8 4-8-0, 
RR class 9B 4-8-0 (these two barely 


visible), and CAT class X 2-8-2. 


Photo 10.SAR Class 14R 4-8-2 coaling 
at engine depot. Signals are made 
from Ratio kits. Ashes as previously 
stated. Paint used is ordinary matt 
oil paint black and white mixed to 
taste and diluted with mineral turps, 
with poster paint washes of brownish 
colours here and there and touches of 
slightly darkened silver paint to re- 
present clinkers. Too uniform a 
colouring must be avoided. Patches 
of ashes are spread at different times 
in real practice and colours vary 
accordingly. 


Photos 11, 12and13:Scenes at Bundu. 
In photo 12, NG No. 1, cab view, is 
seen on left. 


Track plan.The layout isin a garage 
20 ft x 11 ft, lined and ceiled, with 
space left for work bench and small 
lathe. The plan is simple, designed 
mainly to show off the trains in natural 
surroundings, with two concealed bits, 
inner and outer, where trains can be 
held for simple timetable running. 
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There is a dead section at each end of 
the long outer tunnel section, energised 
by press button switches. Both have 
ample room for the consists I use. 
All scenery covering tunnels is made 
in removable sections. 


The photos were taken with an Agfa 
Optima 1A under the room's own artificial 
lighting plus daylight from window and 
open door. All are time-exposures of 
up to four seconds, mostly stopped down 


ROAD 


RAIL AND ROAD 
BRIDGE. 


RUNDU EAST 
JUNCTION 
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TROLTSTREAW. 


to £22, Some were done with a close- 
up lens allowing a focus-centre as close 
as 16in. with adepth of field depending 
on the stop used. For a reasonable 
depth of field I find it best to use 
the 19 in. centre, obtained by setting 
the camera's main focus to6 ft instead 
of the 3% ft. minimum. The longer the 
main camera focus setting, the greater 
the depth of field on each side of the 
centre. 


(PHOTO 9) 
TO TURNTABLE ETc. 


—_—— oe, 


— 


—~-— FUKONAMANZI R. 


more than memories behind. 
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The Demise of a Layout 


The Club, like most, had started 
out with hope, earnestness, the use of 
a large room and nothing in the kitty. 
Like all of us, meetings consisted of 
screenings, appraisal of stock and items 
brought in, and yarning. Meetings 
were informal and voluntary contribut- 
ions to purchases of materials were 
made. 


It was a happy band of men and jun- 
iors, but the lack of a layout to run 
their beloved trains was somehow always 
a little disappointing. 


Then, out of the blue, came an ast- 
ounding offer: Would the Club like 
a ready made layout? The donor said 
he was leaving the district, and just 
hated the idea of destroying his 
creation. 


The secretary of the Club was a 
little hesitant, for too often had he 
seen creations. Nearly always they 
seemed to have been built under houses, 
in old wood sheds, on back verandahs, 
or in attics. He remembered one in an 
attic where he had to walk around, or 
rather crawl, like a midget. To add 
to his discomfort, it was a blazing 
hot day under that dusty tin roof, and 
the starlings who had been chased out 
to make room for the layout had left 
His skin 
still crawled at the memory. 


The donor assured him, ''No nothing 
like that." Why it was probably the 
best constructed layout in the State. 
Had he not, as a draughtsman, spent 
weeks just drawing the plans?" 


His eloquence hypnotised the members. 
Never had they the good fortune to meet 
such a man, who could speak ad-infinit- 
um on the subject of trains. His surge 


by PETER ROGERS. 


of words washed over, and buffeted the 
members like a strong surf. Exhausted 
by such fluency they accepted the GIFT. 


Transport? No problem, it was made 
pre-fab and could be carried on a car 
roof rack. The secretary wisely de- 
cided to use a member's trailer. Con- 
verging at the donor's house to remove 
IT, they were lead to the back and 
found IT was underneath, and had in 
fact been built around the foundations 
with little headroom. A fact the mem- 
bers were soon aware of as they succum- 
bed to the natural desire to stand erect. 


The pre-fab had been roughly joined 
together with 4 inch nails, and it re- 
quired the use ofa pinch bar to separate 
it. This rather mauled the framework 
to say the least. Finally it was 
loaded on the trailer, and the donor 
once more assured them how fortunate 
they were. The members, looking at 
the remains, were beginning to have 
doubts, but his verbosity quenched any 
desire for questioning. 


It was obvious that a good framework 
was needed to support IT, and in the 
weeks that followed this was completed 
and IT was patched up again. The wir- 
ing was an electricians nightmare. One 
member observed that the donor must 
have spent quite a bit of time wander- 
ing round building sites picking up the 
bits the tradesmen had rejected. Whilst 
940 volt wire is ideal for current 
carrying capacity, it tends to be a 
little unweildy on a layout. 


The track appeared to be a. lucky 
dip of various makers - past, present, 
and unkown. The use of 2 inch nails 
to hold it down made even the juniors 
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blanche at such primitive work. The 
running of trains was a heartbreak. 
Derailments came to be expected, trains 
would stop for unexplained reasons, 
necessitating acomplete re-search of 
the wiring and contacts. 


It seemed pointless to continue. 
Members would turn away from the sorry 
spectacle and engage in a conversation 
instead. Only the juniors remained 
interested, and found entertainment in 
pushing switches and turning knobs 
with often unexpected results. After 
all it was more furn than a pin ball 
machine and didn't cost anything either. 


The seniors discussed ways of rais- 
ing cash. The possibilities of volun- 
tary donations, hire of layouts to 
charity functions, and perhaps even a 
loan were discussed. The course of 
action was finally agreed on, 
was a smiling secretary who stood on 
a fruit case and called for the attent- 
ton of all. | 


Funds and a personal loan, would 
enable them to construct a simple or 
small layout. This, of course, would 
necessitate the removal of IT. The 
models would be retained for the new 
layout. Perhaps some member would 
like to retain and remove IT? 
all, it still had plenty of trackwork. 


Any takers? The members remained 
silent, some looked up to the ceiling 
as though Da Vinci himself had painted 


and it ©: 


After 


it. Others found inspiration in the 
flooring or the souvenir Railway Post- 
ers. 


Very well - any suggestions? A jun- 
ior spoke up and suggested they throw 
IT in the creek. The secretary smiled, 
surely someone wanted IT. The members 
returned their gaze to him. OK, 
He felt the same way - let demolition 


begin. 
The models’ and control units would 
remain. Then a wonderful idea! 


There were enough of them to lift IT 
holus-bolus, and if a few pieces broke 
off getting IT out, what did it matter. 


As one, members lifted and tilted, 
then carried IT through the hallway to 
the bank of the creek. With a con- 
centrated effort ITwas hurled in. For 
a few moments it sank, then rose’ and 
drifted back. The seniors felt de- 
feated, but the juniors had the answer: 
With handy rubble they started it off 
into the mainstream, and then, over so 
slowly IT commenced the journey to the 
Pacific, and what the secretary called 
the bosom of the ocean. 


So ends this article. If there is 
a moral, it is the old one about bewar- 
ing of Greeks (or Australians) bearing 
gifts. 


The facts of the story are basically 
true, Names and locations have been 
omitted to protect the guilty. 
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TRACK CLEANING LOCO 


On the average layout I think the 
worst and most tiring job is track 
cleaning, but it is one job that has 
to be done if you want any sort of oper- 
ation. It is only one part of main- 
tenance but like all others, it cannot 
be neglected, and the larger the lay- 


by CEDRIC ROLFE. 


out the more the maintenance. The 
longer it takes for maintenance the 
less time there is for operation, and 
after all operation is what most of us 
want, isn't it? . 
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In my own particular case it took me 
the best part of an hour to hand clean 
the track and prepare for an evening's 
session. So as a result, full sessions 
were few and far between. Often I 
would find that I had an hour or an 
hour and a half to spend on my layout. 
If it took me an hour to clean up, the 
time Lhad left was hardly worth while, 
so the result was obvious. Full sess- 
ions were consequently rare and I spent 
the time in some other branch of the 
hobby. 


Finally, in desperation, I decided 
to do something about it and borrowed 
a Track Cleaning Car. That wasn't 
the answer; it was too heavy to push 
up the grades, andasit left the rails 
slightly oily the wheels of the pushing 
loco would slip, and so manual assist- 
ance was required. I decided that the 
only answer was something that could 
clean the track, and yet have its own 
motive power. 


I had these problems: First how 
could it be powered? Secondly, if the 
drivers were at the rear, how could I 
avoid wheel slip? Thirdly, 1£ the 
drivers were in front of the cleaner 
how would the rails convey enough 
power? Lastly, what did I have in my 
junk box to do the job? For the next 
few days I wandered around with the 
problem in my head, and eventually I 
came up with a brain wave. It has 
proved so successful that I decided 
someone else might findit helpful too. 


i had: an. old -"Triang":< R55 diesel 
which had been collecting dust for some 
time. This I stripped down completely. 
First I removed the driving wheels and 
fitted "Fleischmann" wheels with neo- 
prene tyres. The pick-up was then 
removed and replaced with a piece of 
fibre cut to the same pattern as the 
fibre holding the pick-up. The rear 
plastic wheels and axles were then re- 
moved, and the holes left in the plas- 
tic trailing bogie were tapped with a 
1/8" taper tap. Four 1/8' brass bolts 


necessary to 


were then drilled to form bearings for 
pin point axles. Next, two '"Fleisch- 
mann'' taper axles were fitted to plain 
"Fleischmann" driving wheels, two of 
which were insulated at the centres. 
The "Triang" pick-up was then fitted 

to the plastic trailing bogie, and the 
wheels and axles were fitted in place 
by screwing inthe 1/8" bolts previous- 
ly mentioned and adjusting the wheels so 
that they tracked correctly. 


When the bolts were screwed in so 
that the wheels spin freely, the excess 
bolt was cut off with a piercing saw. 
Remember to take care that when you 
tap the holes to take the bearings, you 
to not tap too deeply; allow the 1/8" 
bolts to finish the job, otherwise they 
will undo themselves. You now have 
the driving wheels insulated and a pick 
up on one side only of the trailers. 
By fitting another pick-up tothe axles 
by means of a spring bronze wire join- 
ed to a lead, the two leads may then 
be carried up through the rivet hole 
and so to the motor. Re-assemble and 
try it-ont. A few adjustments may be 
ensure a good pick-up. 
Once that job is done, we can then set 
out to fit the cleaning apparatus. 


The following pieces of scrap were 
selected from the junk box. A short 
length of %'' copper tubing, a Schraeder 
valve stem and cap, a small piece of 
fibre, anold brass radio variable con- 
denser, some %'' brass rod, various nuts 
bolts etc. and oddments of sheet brass. 


A start was made by removing’ the 
motorised bogie fromthe frame, and the 
fuel tank from underneath, then marking 
out with a scriber and centre punching 
the five holes to be drilled in the 
base of the frame (Fig.1). The first 
two holes (a) and (b) are 10mm from 
the front part of the tray, and equi- 
distant (6mm) from the centre. These 
two holes were drilled with a 7/64"drill 
and tapped with an 1/8" tap. The next 
hole (c) was drilled a further 15mm to- 
wards the centre of the tray and was 
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drilled with a %'"' drill, and two more 

holes (d) and (e) each 6mm from _ the 
centre of (c) and 15mm from the line 
of (a) and (b). These two are drilled 
7/64" and tapped to take a 1/8" screw. 
Holes (a), (b), (d), and (e), are for 
the baseplate which holds’ the cleaner 
bar, while hole (c) is for clearance 
of the point of the needle valve in the 
fuel tank to be fitted later. 


Now cut. a piece of 18 gauge brass 
plate 1" x 15/16" (Fig.2) and mark out 
the five holes to correspond with those 
in the frame (fig.1), the smaller holes 
being drilled to 9/64", and the fifth 
hole corresponding with (c) beingdrille 
3/16"". Now cut two pieces of spring- 
bronze as in Fig.3a, 24mm long and 5mm 
wide; mark off at 7, 10, and /mm and 
drill 1/16" holes 2mm from each end. 
Now bend as in Fig.3b. 


Cut a fibre strip 24mm _ long and 
drill two 1/16" holes 6mm’ from each 
end and 12mm apart. and countersink on 
one side. Next cut a piece of flannel- 
ette 24mm wude and wind it around the 


fibre strip for 2% turns. Cut and 
remove « Next push two 8BA_ screws 


first through the flannelette and then 
through the fibre, then wind it round 


the fibre strip, pushing it over the 
ends of the screws each time. Now fit 
the bent. bronze strips to each 8 BA 
screw, pack with a washer, and then 
tighten down the nut. 


The next step is to cut four 1 do 
spacers from an odd length of brass or 
copper tubing and bolt the plate (Fig. 2) 
‘to the frame at (d) and (e) using two 
of the 1/8'' spacers. Then cut a strip 
of brass %'' wide and 15/16" long (Fig. x) 
drilling two holes 9/64" corresponding 
to the holes...¢a) and (b) and a 1/16" 
hole 3mm on the outside of each of 
these holes. Bolt the shaped bronze 
to these last named holes with  8BA 
bolts, then bolt the assembly to the 
plate and frame with the final two 
spacers. The cleaning pad should be 
facing towards the rear of the loco 


and bottom and into 
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frame, and be 
hole (c). 


immediately below the 


At this stage fit the motorised bogie 
back on to the frame and try it out on 
the track. Some adjustment may be 
necessary to ensure the pad is resting 
only lightly on the rail. Ensure that 
it is touching the rail firmly but not 
pressing too heavily as otherwise it 
will tend to lift the pick-up wheels 
from the track. When you are satis- 
fied that the adjustment of the spring 
pad is correct put the frame aside and 
commence building the tank. 


To make the tank, I used a short 


~tength of copper hot water pipe 4". in- 


ternal diameter and 2%'"' long. 3/8'' from 


each end I marked the positions for the 


filler cap and needle valve. One end 
was drilled to the sizeof the Schraeder 
valve stem, which Ihad removed from an 
old car tube, and which was then solder- 


ed in place with about 1/8" of it pro- 


jecting from the top. 


At the other end of the tank = an 
1/8" hole was drilled right through top 
it was fitted a 
needle valve from anold carburettor. 
This was inserted fromthe inside of the 
tube. Anyone with access to a lathe 
could soon turn out .a.suitable valve 
for the purpose (fig.4) This needle 
valve was allowed to project about 1/8" 
from the bottom of the tube, and the 
holes in the valve were level with the 
bottom of the tank when soldered in 
position. 


Then two ends were cut as shown in 
Fig.5, allowing a %" flange at the sides 
and at the bottom of the plate. These 


were bent over at right angles and the 


plates coldered to each end of the cop- 
per tubing after making absolutely sure 
that the needle valve and filler cap 
were upright. The assembly was then 
fitted to the main frame so that the 
top of the needle valve was immediately 
over the hole (c). 


then marked, 
plates 
the tank was fixed 
tapping screws. 

turned on the fluid drips through the 
hole in the frame and on to the clean- 
ing pad. 
tg each side of the tank, 
flanges 
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The holes in the end plate were 

and drilled through the 
and into the nain frame, and 
in place with self 


When the valve is 


A piece of lead was fitted 
between the 
I found 


of the end plates. 


that heavy weighting is essential for 


thorough track cleaning. 


I scrounged an old valve cap of the 
type with the valve tool on the end, 
cut a section from the top, then cut a 
slot in the remainder of the stem and 
screwed it on the filler stem. I also 
cut a slot in the stem of the needle 
valve, then carefully measured the plas- 
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tic body of the diesel and cut out holes 
in the roof to match the needle valve 
and filler. I then fitted the body, 
and my track cleaning car was ready 
for a trial run. 


Having turned the needle valve "off' 
the tank was filled with carbon tetra- 
chloride to which a few drops of oil 
had been added. The filler cap was 
screwed on, the needle valve opened so 
that the solution dropped slowly on to 
the pad. The unit was placed on the 
track and sent on its way. Twice round 
the layout and the rails were gleaming 
as though polished with holystone. 


My track cleaning problems were over, 
or so I thought until I tried running 
the first train over the track. When 
it started up the grades the wheels of 
the loco just spun round and round as 
it slowly slipped backwards. The track 
was too wet. I thought there were two 
alternatives; first, to wait until the 
track had dried, or secondly, to fit a 
drying pad to the car. Actually the 
answer was neither. I didn't want to 
wait until the track had dried, and 


there wasn't room for a second pad. I 
could, however, haul atruck with a dry 
pad underneath, so I fitted a piece of 
felt under a mineral truck, put some 
lead in the body, turned off the needle 
valve, and set the outfit going. It 
did the job, and so I had the answer to 
all my track cleaning problems. 


Now running sessions are frequent, 
and each day my P.W.D. unit does its 
trip round my layout even if nothing 
else is run. Now the Candemah Valley 
is always ready to runatrain if need- 
ed, My P.W.D. unit nowconsists of my 
converted R 55 diesel, a'"Triang"' track 
cleaning car with a dry pad, a_ bogie 
tanker, anda "HG" class van - the hard- 
est worked unit on the layout, and the 
one I value most. 


Editor's Note: With the danger of 
using CTC(carbon tetra-chloride) these 
days, I have found that CRC 5-55 in the 
tank of my track cleaner does a simil- 
arly excellent job. 


Reprint from Journal No.43, Feb.62. 
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Jamieson HO Australian Kits. 


NSWR 30 class loco, built by R. Gallagher. 
Photo by A. Templeman. 


Review 


by REX LITTLE. 


The English firm that 
produces the Jamieson 
range of kits has in. 
recent years started to 
develop a range of kits 
for Australian prototype 
locos inHO scale. The 
production of these kits 
is organised by Aussi 
kits. 


These kits are us- 
ually produced in bat- 
ches to order and pay- 
ment is required with 


on 
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the order. All kits are made to 
an accurate plan, which if not in- 
cluded in the kit, is available 
locally at a reasonable price. 


All body parts are cut, shaped 
and preformed in nickel silver sheet 
which is easy to solder, while 
frames are shaped and drilled from 
brass to suit 1/8" axles. Chassis 
Spacers are included as are pre- 
drilled pony trucks or bogies with 
Spacers, and asuitable pickup kit. 
Cylinders are provided either turned 
from brass or as white metal cast- 
ings. Also included are side rods 
of bull head rail, predrilled to 
suit the chassis, and a valve gear 
Kits Detail items, funnel, dome, 
etc. are supplied either turned 
from brass or as white metal castings. 
Incidentally it is recommended that the 
white metal castings should be cemented 
to the loco body, not soldered. All 
told, sufficient items are included to 
allowakit to be fairly well detailed. 


Some fine detail parts are not in- 
cluded but may be added by the builder 
if desired. Rivet detail may be added 
if desired. Parts not provided are 
steam generator and air compressor 
(available locally), wheels, axles, 
gears and motor. These parts can be 
purchased locally from your hobby shop 
or from the U.K? 


Tender underframes for six wheel 
tenders and bogie sideframes are not 
provided but arrangements have been 


made to have castings of these items 


made in Australia at a reasonable price. 


This loco will negotiate 24" radius 
curves (and possibly tighter) with the 
aid of some clear nail polish painted 
on the backs of the cylinders ands 
satisfactorily powerful, for with the 
addition of lead weight can haul six FO 
cars up al in 4O grade. 


The kits are assembled by soldering 
(except for white metal parts) so are 
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NSWR 30 class kit as received. 
Photo by R. LITTLE. 


not recommended to any one who cannot 
solder. However with a little care and 
patience, anybody able to use asolder- 
ing iron can produce anexcellent model 
a reasonable price. 


Because these kits can be produced 
in small batches awide range of proto- 
types can be covered. All kits pro- 
duced to date have been NSWR, but kits 
for WAR and QR_ locos will be produced 
shortly. It is possible to produce a 
kit in a batch as small as 3, but with 
larger numbers the price naturally falls. 


Incidently these kits are organised 
by two AMRA members’ and those wishing 
further information are asked to send 
S.A.E. to: Aussi Kits, 

PS BOS eG s 
Matraville, NSW. 2036. 


KREKEERERERER 


JOURNALS 


Back issues of Journal are avail- 
able from the Registrar, 26 Napoleon 
Street, Rosebery. NSW. 2018. Price 
30¢ per copy plus postage,. 20¢ for one 
Journal and 10¢ for each additional 
Journal. 
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TALHIEM VALLEY RAILWAY 


Photos by G. FOX, by JIM SCOLE. 


In the Jan/Feb 1973 
issue of the A.M.R.A. 
Journal we gave a des- 
cription of the Talhiem 
Valley Railway, but we 
did not cover the Branch 
Line that gave the line 
its name, so if you will 
join me we'll travel to 
Hintertupfingen, where 
we have to change trains. 


As we cross the line 
to the other platform, 
we see our next train 
waiting for us. The 
engine is an 0-4-0 
Baldwin resplendent in 
its red livery. Next 
is a milk wagon, then 
we have the salooncoach, Photoa. 1. 
a French type of open 
toast rack coach, and 


lastly we see a four 

wheel carriage which 
has undoubtably seen 
better days.(Photo 1). 


We get on board and 
with. a) ;¢all on its 
whistle, the train 


moves away. Swinging 
to the left and then 
round a rocky outcrop 
we rattle overa point 
and then with the ex- 
haust pounding we pull 
up a gradient to the | 
head of the Talhiem 
Valley. A warning on 
the whistle and we 
plunge into a tunnel. 
Out inthe daylight we 
3 cross a stone viaduct 
Photo. 2. (Photo 2), another 
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tunnel curving all the time then we Talhiem station nestles under the 
emerge into daylight again and we see viaduct (Photo 5) andaswe look around 
Talhiem station below us on the left we see the small yard with its single 
a church on our right (Photo 3) and siding and the church on the hill. As 
ahead under the viaduct, we see the there is no run round loop, the line 
village. We go under the viaduct, carries on to join the main line 
another tunnel and then we arrive in further on. 


the station (Photo 4). 


Photo .°4. 
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Photo. 


In actual fact, allof this is mounted 
in a coffee table (Photo 6) four feet 
long, twenty inches wide, and twelve 
deep. The track in N gauge and build- 
ings are HO. Entirely enclosed with 
plate glass top and front. The base 
4s" pyneboard, the sides 3/8" pyneboard 
and gradients 4mm. pyneboard cut to 
shape. Electrics are a 12 volt bell 


50 


transformer, arectifier, no controller. 
On being switched on, a bell under the 
church rings and after a few seconds 
the bell stops and the train moves off. 
The woodwork is glued and screwed and 
finished with "Old Teak" contact paper. 
Mounted on 10" legs it stands in a place 
of honour inthe lounge and gives amuse- 
ment to young and old. 


Photo. 


6. 
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BRIGHT IDEAS 


1/8" foam plastic, stained with 
black japan mixed with turps, and cut 
On a bevel with stissors about 1-1/2" 
wide, makes cheap, easy, and effective 
underlay orimitation ballast, for Peco 
track. Cut to shape for points. 


For 'O' gauge ballast or 'HO' scale 
rock for freight car loads, use "CATS 
PRIDE" absorbant granules as supplied 
for':-Gat'ts dirt trays. Don't use 
"KITTY LITTER" unless you want to pick 
out the green chlorophyll granules. 
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AMRA cloth badges - fully embroidered. 
40 cents each from your State Secretary 
or Rex Little, P.O. Box 46 Nunawading, 
Vie. 3131. Please enclose a stamped 
addressed envelope with mail orders. 


AMRA Tie Bars - Silver $1.00 each 
Sold $1.25 each 
AMRA Cuff Links $1.50 pair 


from Federal Treasurer,Keith Robinson, 
26 Lilac Street, Punchbowl, NSW. 2196. 
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The Editor, 
AMRA Journal. 


Dear Sir, 


I am very pleased to see the Shop 
Spy or Buyers' Guide articles in Journ- 
al again, and hope someone can help 
them continue. I was also pleased to 
see Dick Gutteridge's 'Think Big This 
Year''. 


The letter mentions 4H kits, but I 
think this is meant to be 3H, and if 
so, Lmust say these kits are excellent. 
I have bought ten of them, but to buy 
them direct, as I did, cost me more 
than quoted from Dockyard. 


If built with the plastic wheels 
usually supplied I presume there is no 
trouble. If Jackson coarse scale 
wheels are used, build them to the 
leaflet supplied and you will have no 


trouble. However, if you use Jackson 
fine scale wheels the solebars and 
axleguards are too far apart. The 


and brake gear, 
If done care- 
scale wheels 


solebars, axleguards, 
all must be re-aligned. 
fully, and Jackson fine 


4. rd 


FOR 
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are used, the end result is excellent, 
but very light in weight. 


As it appears 3H kits for O gauge 
are available locally, can anyone tell 


me if "Cameo'' or "Highfield" O gauge 
coach kits are available, and if so 
where? 

BROUGHTON BOYDELL. 
Dear Sir, 


Once again we write to you re the 
Nickel Silver Loco Kits, made especi- 
ally for Australian Modéllers, bt Eames 
of Reading. Thanks to Journal we have 
been able to finalise orders for the 
VR D3 loco and tender kit, and plans 
are well under way for a VR D4. We 
anticipate a run of the VR A2 loco and 
tender, but are in two minds as to 
which loco to choose, the Walsharts 
valve gear, or the Stephenson valve 
gear. I am hoping that the members 
interested will write to us and advise 
their choice. Of course, if there is 
sufficient demand, we could arrange 
for both styles. 


Now, with regards to West Austral- 
ian prototype, we have received a few 
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enquiries as to the possibility of 
arranging a WAGR loco. 
all interested members to advise us of 
their interest. The first model we 
are looking at is the Nclass 4-4-4 
suburban tank engine. This is to be 
in HO scale to runonTT track - HOn3%. 
We seek sufficient support to organise 
such a programme, this means at least 
six orders. 


Many of themembers may not be aware 
that the organisation of these kits is 
a voluntary service performed by a 
number of AMRA members in Sydney, sup- 


We would ask 
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ported by other AMRA members in Perth, 
Melbourne, Adelaide, and Brisbane. 


‘All members and prospective members 
are invited to participate in any pro- 
gramme they may wish. Further details 
will be Suppliedfrom the below address 
upon receipt of a stamped self addressed 
envelope. 


In closing may we advise all con- 
cerned that aNSWR Z 13 4-4-2 Tank Loco 
will be the next NSWR loco kit. SAE 
for price when available. 


A.J. TEMPLEMAN R.A. GALLAGHER 
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AMRA 


Clubroom 


Winter has curbed the 


noticeably 
attendances at the activities and meet- 


ings for this branch. Even the pop- 
ular “Layout Operation" meetings have 
not been well patronised as in the 
warmer months. 


On Saturday 16th June, approximately 
70 members and friends from the vari- 
ous clubs around Sydney visited us 
on our Annual "Open Day''. The pro- 
verbial "Bull Session'' was enjoyed by 
both members and visitors. 


On Friday 22nd June, we *were once 
more honoured by the presence of Mr. 


Reports 


Noel Thorpe, with his slides of "Syd- 
ney - Past and Present"'. This was 
very informative, and enjoyed by those 
members present. Noel is always se- 
cretive about which slides he is going 
to show, and this itself creates an 
element of surprise on the night. 


Saturday 2lst July was our Mid-year 
Auction, with practically all items 
being sold, under the hammer of Auct- 
ioneer Phil Kelly. Many thanks to 
Phil for standing in for Allan Brown 
who, at that time, was enjoying the 
sun and sea on board Himalaya. 


The Glassworks visit on Friday 27th 
July was poorly patronised with only 
24 members and friends in attendance. 
From these persons go many thanks to 
Ron Gray forhis organisation and guid- 
ance in this visit. For those who 
missed out, you can't say you weren't 
warned. 


Once more Bob Gallagher disclosed 
his secrets to the members at a Silas- 
tic Moulding demonstration on Saturday 
4th August. Is there no limits to 
what this bloke can do with plastics? 


a TTT Te Mee 


rest 
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The Car Observation Mystery Tour on 
Saturday, 18th August, was also poorly 


attended, with only 5 cars partaking 
in the event. The 15 members’ who 
made the journey all agreed that it 


was one of the best outings yet. Our 
thanks go to Bob and Jan Gallagher, 
for the preparation and scrutineering 
involved, and also to John and Mary 
McDicken for once more allowing us to 
invade their home for our culminating 
barbecue. 


On Friday, 24th August, the drawing 
of the winner eof the International 
Plastic Modellers Society competition 
that was held during our 1972 Exhibition 
took place at our clubrooms and the 
results are: 


lst prize. Spray gun and compressor. 
Mr. Roy Cornish, 78 Allambie Rd. 


Allambie Heights. NSW. Entry No. 177. 
2nd prize. Spray gun only. 


Mr. Kelvin Perks, 2 Barton Street, 
Concord. NSW. Entry No. 031. 


Layout Operating meetings are still 
appearing to be the more popularof 
meetings ,although as previously stated, 
not as well attended as inthe warmer 
months. 


The modelling clinic is still pro- 
gressing with the CPH Rail Motor, with 
no further projects lined up for the 
rest of the year. It is proposed to 


finish up all previous projects, and 
make a fresh start next year. 
All construction work at the Club 


rooms has ceased, due to a_ proposal 
to extend one end of the main hall. 
Consequently slight disruptions may 
effect the general area for a while 
once the project begins. 


Your Committee is always open for 
new and unusual activities. Don't 
be afraid to bring your suggestions 
out into the open. If there is a 
particular place you think we would 
like to visit, or you can arrange 
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something out of the usual, let your 
Committee know. 


G. BALL. 
VICTORIA. 
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Meetings are held on the 2nd Thurs- 
day each month at "Tim Dunlop House", 
92 Wills Street, Glen Iris, commencing 
at 8 p.m. 


Our branch lost a_ stalwart worker 
when the President, Howard Armstrong, 
announced his resignation due to busi- 
ness commitments requiring his transfer 
to New South Wales. Bill (W.J.) More- 
house has taken over the reigns as 
President for the balance of the term 
of office, with Fyfe (N.F.) Thorpe 
filling the vacancy on the Committee 
of Management. 


Howard's last duty was a very inforn- 
ative talk on spray painting models, 
demonstrating the technique used with 
a Badger air brush. Our best wishes 
for the future are extended to Howard, 
Pat and family. 


Being a Social Organiser must be a 
frustrating position if recent events 
are any criteria. The August dinner 
dance had to be cancelled due to poor 
response by members. 40 odd, including 


friends, against a minimum catering 
booking of 75. 
Our branch can only be suc¢éessful 


with the full participation of members. 
Will you support the social functions, 
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attend monthly meetings, and assist at 


working bees? 


The agenda for the next three months 
is as follows: 


November. 

Fri. 2nd. Ladies Auxilliary meets 
at 6 Outlook Road, 
Waverley. 

Sat. 3rd Crazy Whist at clubrooms. 

Thur. 8th Monthly meeting: - Talk, 
Vintage Trains, by Ray 
Pearson. Competition 
photograph, rail trip to 
Maldon. 

December. 

Sat. lst Crazy Whist at clubrooms. 

Thurs. 13th Monthly meeting: Christ- 
mas breakup. Lay-out 
operation. 

Sat. 22nd Children's Xmas party. 

January. 

Thurs. 10th Running night on club 
layout. 

JOHN J. HARRY 
QUEENSLAND. 


Our host.for the June meeting was 
Rodger Kershaw. We were able to watch 
train running on Rodger's NSWGR type 
layout. 


Motive power is entirely steam. An 
attempt by a member to run a diesel, 
happily ended with the mechanical box 
on wheels conking out: We later 
viewed slides of train operations in 
Newcastle and surrounding district. 


The July meeting was at the home of 
Gref Gabb. The evening's topic was 
plan drawing. Greg is a draughtsman, 
and explained to us the techniques and 
equipment needed. This subject is a 
most important one for railway modell- 
ers. 


Work is prohressing well on the 
layout, in preparation for the hobby 
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exhibition in November. Standard | 
gauge tracks are now in running order. 
It was found that the fibre based narrow 
gauge track had spread in gauge. Part 
of it has had to be lifted and replaced 
with new plastic based track. 


Future meetings, additional to those 
already advertised, are: 
Oct. 25th. K. Anderson 40 Cloane St. 
Stafford Heights. 
Nov. 12th - 17th. MODEL RAILWAY WEEK. 
City Hall. 


JIM CHRISTIE. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA, 


Recently we were delighted to re- 
ceive a visit from Keith Wilcox, the 
Fed. Vice President. Keith's visit has 
created a rebirth of interest amongst 
the members, and it appears that we can 
look forward to an interesting year for 
A.M. RA. in’WeA: Our thanks, Keith, 
for your kind gesture and efforts in 
reviving interest, and we look forward 
to when you will spend some time with 
us again. 


Meetings convened so far, have cov- 
ered many aspects of interest in the 
hobby. 


We have enjoyed a narrow gauge rail 
car trip to Northam and return, talks, 
debates, and discussions on various 
subjects, as well as a slide evening 
presented jointly by Tony Gray, our 
President, and Julian Price, our 
Treasurer. They showed some excellent 
photography of the railway scene. Tony 
lived for a time in Victoria, and was 
able to capture onfilm many fine shots 
of VR workings, and particularly some 
good slides of "Puffing Billy". Julian 
portrayed the local scene typically 
WAGR together with some masterful takes 
of his own O00/HO layout. 


We are currently in the process of 
constructing an 00/HO exhibition layout 
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which has been designed to be readily 
transportable, so that we may be able 
to exhibit it at fairs and fetes around 
metropolitan areas, and hopefully earn 
funds for our branch. The timber for 
the baseboard framework has been ob- 
tained, and we anticipate its assembly 
very soon. By the way, the timbers 
came fromsome first class packing cases 
which were demolished by a work party 
of five members ona recent Saturday 
afternoon, and kindly machined by one 
of our members, namely Ian Leonard. 


We envisage *the completion of the 
layout by early November, which we be- 
lieve to be an excellent time for its 
display, aS many functions take place 
at that time. In regard to materials, 
the Committee called upon members to 
donate goods and dollars, and the re- 
sponse was very generous indeed. 


Gus Durham, who was a long standing 
member of the NSW branch, has joined 
us. We have welcomed him to our ranks, 
and are already turning to him for 
advice due to his knowledge of the 
hobby « Gus will certainly be a great 
asset to the branch. 


Incidentally, at our meeting held on 
Monday 6th August, Gus featured his 
magnificent HO brass model of a strean- 
- lined C38 loco, complete with four NSWR 
day coaches which were constructed from 


Bristol Board. 


We are still engaged in seeking a 
permanent home and in this regard, our 
old friend Jeff Pearson is investigat- 
ing several possibilities for us. 


Several of the members have suggested 
various other places, which are also 
being followed through. 


Our future programme of meetings is 
as follows: ; 


October. 
Mon. bet. ::Avetion. 
Wed. 17th Work night on layout. 
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November. 

Mon. 5th Guest speaker - Mr.Jack 
Stanbridge, who will also 
screen 45 mins. of prewar 
railway films. 

Wed. 2lst Club layout and general. 

December. 

Mon. 3rd Mystery evening. 

Sat. 8th Outing and barbecue. 

January. 

Wed. 16th Visit to a layout -venue 


to be advertised later. 


The place of meetings until further 
notice, is the Ross Memorial Hall, 
corner of Hay and Colin Streets, Jest 
Perth. Meetings commence at 7.30 pm. 
and any visitors would be most welcome. 


PAUL HODSON. 


News from other clubs 


WEST AUSTRALIAN MODEL RAILWAY CLUB. 


1973 has been a year of steady pro- 
gress for the club, in which we have 
seen the layout progress from the bare 
baseboards into a true model railway. 
Early in the year we gained the use of 
the adjacent room, so with the wall 
removed, we doubled our layout space. 


Our "U'' shaped layout was straight- 
ened out to formatrue "dogbone'" shaped 
34' x 6' layout. Mountainous scenery, 
with some very impressive rock carving, 
has been constructed by the hard shell 
process, while animpressive electrical 
system has been installed. 


The acquisitionof the greater space 
opened up the possibility of exhibiting 
the layout, so it has been designed 
with this in mind. The possibility is 
to become a reality at this year's 
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Royal Show in September, and all the 
members are looking forward to ahectic, 
but successful week. This is certain 
to be a milestone in the club's seven- 
teen year history. 


By the time these notes appear in 
print, this event will have passed, and 
we hope to report in future notes, on 
the success of our exhibition. 


The club extends an invitation to 
interested modellers to visit our club- 
rooms, which are located within the 
Claremont Showgrounds, any Thursday 
evening. Visitors should first contact 
our President, Derek Pitkinon4/7 4557, 
or our Secretary, Don Loughton on 
97 6085. 

GRAHAM WATSON. 


CORIO MODEL RAILWAY CLUB. 


Up to this date, our Club has been 
in operation for approximately 18 months 
after starting off in our President's 
backyard with 9 or 10 members. We 
shifted to larger premises last Septem- 
ber, and now we have approximately 30 
members in our club. 


We are trying to cater for all gauges 
of electric model trains, and propose 
to also have three gauges of live steam. 
We have been granted land at Stead Park 
Corio, to build our permanent Club- 
rooms and live steam tracks, by the 
local Shire of Corio. 


We are also to build a scale model 
in HO of the Geelong railway system, 
including all sidings, from Geelong 
Station to Corio Station. This will 
represent between 4% and5 actual miles 
of railway. These are very long range 
plans at themoment, but we are working 
very hard towards our goal. 


We have been given as much rolling 
stock and track as we want (approx. 18'' 
gauge) from the Cheetham Salt works, 
and we hope to lay track right round 
Stead Park. Stead Park, by the way 
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is a large park with a childrens' play 
ground that was constructed by the 
Corio Rotary Club and the Corio Shire 
combined. 


G.N. EVANS. 


PROSPECT MODEL RAILWAY CLUB. 


The Annual General Meeting of the 
Prospect Model Railway Club took place 
at the Club Room, 31 Adelaide Street, 
St. Marys on 28/7/73, and thefollowing 
office bearers were elected. 


President. Mr. RB. Payk 
Vice President Mr. K.J. Wilcox 
Sec./Treasurer Mr. M.V. Guest 


Our Model Railway Exhibition, held 
in June at Blacktown, was a success. 
All those who worked at it had a most 
enjoyable time. 


We were pleased recently, to accept 
several newmembers to replace vacancies 
that had occurred. A big welcome to 
them. 


If you are thinking of visiting us 
at St. Marys, you will be very welcome 
to do so at 8 p.m. on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of each month. , 


MIKE GUEST. 
HHKKKPKK LPL PF LPL 


NOTICE. 


This publication accepts no respons- 
ibility for the accuracy or reliability 
of articles or advertising contained 
herein, statements made or opinions 
expressed in papers or discussions, 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to the 
views expressed by contributors. 
Neither is any guarantee implied or 
expressed as to good conduct or prac- 
tice of advertisers contained herein. 
This publication reserves at all times 
the right to refuse acceptance to all 
matter considered unsatisfactory for 
publication. 3 


What's) in it for us? 

Without debating the merits of tariff 
reductions, I wonder "What's in it for 
us?" At acursory glance it would seem 
that imported "toy trains'' should be 
cheaper, and hence put another "squeeze" 
on the Australian manufacturer. 
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But are they any cheaper? I have 
not purchased many imports in the last 
couple of months, but I seemto be still 
paying the same price for those that I 
have purchased. 


I suppose one could offer the old 
argument - when prices rise, we pay 
more immediately; when prices fall, 
we have to buy the existing stocks at 
the old price.before the price drops. 


LI wonder?? 


Then, it has been stated, that co- 
incident with the tariff reduction, the 
manufacturers put their prices up. 


Then I suppose the poor struggling 
Australian manufacturer is gnashing 
his teeth - no longer is he quite as 
competitive as before, yet can he 
afford to drop his prices? 


I wonder - what's in it for us?: 


continued on page 133. 
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The standard of Ellis Eyre's coffee 
table layout is typical of the layouts 
at the NSW Branch Exhibition. 
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THE SECRETARYS DESK 


=. eee 


As forecast the amount of nomination 
forms returned did not elect a full 
committee, anumber were received after 
the due date, or were unsigned in the 
proposers column so the same hands will 
be on the throttle for another year. 


We often appeal to members to advise 

Federal Registrar (June Dunn) 
over applications or changes 
often to no avail, but on 
another matter we would appreciate 
members co-operation. If any member 
knows of the death of another member, 
please advise Juen, this will prevent 
the embarrasement of sending renewal 
notices to deceased members, as does 
happen each year. 


the 
direct 
of address, 


Renewals have come in at a better 
rate than in the past and this will 
enable a more comprehensive membership 
list to be prepared for publication in 
Journal, any name not appearing on this 
list, will not receive the Nov/Dec 
issue of Journal. The postage rate 
for Journal has jumped, so expenditure 
in that direction will need watching.¢ 


Mention has been made of the fin- 
ishing of Jack Treseder's office, as 
Publisher of Journal, this has been a 
long period andhas taken up uncountable 
hours, that could have otherwise been 
spent in modelling and time for that 
is a precious commodity as you are all 
aware and the C.0O.M. take this oppor- 
tunity of saying THANKS to not only 
Jack, but to his wife Dot for all the 
typing involved in the preparation of 
Journal prior to passing on to the 
printers. If you calculate the time 
spent in the preparation of a copy of 
Journal and multiply that by 50 odd you 
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will realise something of the time Jack 
has given to A.M.R.A. a real labour of 
love. Thank you Dot and Jack. Long 
may their successors reign and a good 
stock of articles to choose from 
is every publisher's dream, help make it 
come true. 


The NSW Branch now have their 1lth 
Exhibition behind them and the improve 
ment in the presentation of many of the 
displays was quite noticeable this year. 
At the time of writing, 


the November Hobbies Week Exhibition in 
Brisbane, the Victorian and Western 
Aust. Branches are also getting into 
full gear for their Exhibitions, so all 
in all AMRA's name will have been dis- 
played to quite a large audience, when 
they are all over, what better way to 
publisise the Association. On behalf 
of the C.0.M., the compliments of the 
season to you all. 


KEKKKEKKEKKREK 


HON. LIFE MEMBERS 


Tim Dunlop 
Margaret Dunlop 
Alan Wilson 
Rick Richardson 
Arthur Harrold 
Jack Treseder 
Cedric Rolfe 
Faith Dean 
Ernie Dean 

Norm Read 


the Queensland 
Branch are preparing to participate in 


e) 
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TIME TABLE OPERATION 


Several persons late’, have asked 
for information on this aspect of our 
hobby, so possibly others may also be 
interested. This side of the modelling 
of the prototype can actually go much 
further than the models’ themselves, 
as almost everything that is done on 
the real thing can be also done with 
the model in timetable operating. 


As onthe prototype, the owner first 
has to sit down and determine just what 
he wishes todo onhis layout. Whether 
he wishes to run _ solely passenger 
trains, and if so, the frequency, the 
length of each train and the destination 
or destinations. If freight trains, 
the Industries and Sidings that will 
be served, the number of "Way Freights" 
or "Pickup Goods" that will pass each 
way every session, the actual Industries 
themselves and the particular items 
that each Industry will handle, not 
forgetting the vehicles that these 
commodities will require to move then. 
Or lastly, if he wishes to run perhaps 
a railmotor service mixed in with a 
fast goods service between two points, 
and a pickup goods for the other 
stations on the layout. 


Obviously he cannot run full length 
passenger trains if he only has the 
space and facilities on the layout for 
one or two coach trains. It would be 
better for him to run a railmotor ser- 
vice with its smaller requirements in 
platform space and servicing facilities. 
A railmotor doesn't normally need to 
be turned either. 


Then the Industry and Sidings on his 
layout may or may not be suitable for 
adequate shunting, and this is almost 
essential if he wants to emulate a 
reasonable ''Pickup Goods" system. ''Ad- 
equate" should not be construed as mean- 
ing "difficult". A difficult siding on 


by KEN ELDER. 


a station usually adds to the enjoyment, 
as the Driver/Guard then has’ to keep 
his wits about himtoprevent his train 
from becoming hopelessly snarled up. 


Now to revert toour Owner's wishes. 
Once he has established just what he 
is going to attempt to portray on the 
model, then he must’ see whether his 
rolling stock and motive power will be 
sufficient to enable him to carry out 
this operation. Here again, it will 
depend upon the number of operators 
that will be available to run the lay- 
out, the number of drivers and or guards 
that will be required to drive the 
trains that our Owner has in mind, and 
accordingly the number of locomotives 
that these Running Staff will need to 
complete the operation. When we speak 
of running the layout, we mean. the 
number of Signalmen, Station Masters 
etc., call them what youwill, that are 
required to operate the points, power 
supplies etc. as distinct from driving 
the actual trains. Of course on the 
owner's layout these jobs can possibly 
be combined, but there are a number of 
layouts where the jobs are divided into 
signalmen, drivers, guards and because 
of the size orcomplexity of the layout 
the numbers are actually required. 


The next step is to set down on 
paper a list of rolling stock with the 
number of each particular type of wagon 
or coach that is available for use. 
(Quantity - not the actual number of 
every wagon.) Beside each type we now 
place a single or double letter. This 
is to facilitate identification of wag- 
ons for guards or signalmen and drivers. 


16 box vans... .X 12 open flats....F 
19 hoppers....eH 5 cattle vans....€ 
6 presflo cement....P 

8 bogie bolster.....BB etc. 
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Now on a_ separate sheet list the 
stations and under each station record 
the Industries at that station and the 
sidings on which the industries are 
located. Beside each industry record 
the goods that the industry will handle, 
and beside the goods, record the type 
of wagon that will be required to move 
the goods being manufactured and the 
raw materials that are required to make 
the goods. This will give a sheet 
something like the following:- 


BEACH RIVER. 
Mine Siding. 


Outwards. Quarry material.Open 4 wheel 
or hoppers. 


Open wagons. 
Oil tank car. 


Timber props. 
Diesel oil. 


Goods Depot. 


Outwards. General. 


Inwards. 


Box vans, open 
flats with load, 
(tractors). 


Inwards. General. Box vans, empty 
flats. 


Electrical Factory. 
Outwards. Drums of wire. Empty flats, 
open wagons. 
Transformers. Weltrel. 


Inwards. Timber. Box vans,empty 


flats. 
Frozen Foods. 


Outwards. Frozen foods. Refrigerated 


vans. 

Inwards. Fresh foods. Refrigerated 
(fruit) vans. 
Timber. Box vans. 


One of these will be made out for 
each station on the Owner's layout and 
a copy will be made available to each 
signalman and driver. This of course 
will be very useful to the signalman 
when he wants to know where to locate 
incoming wagons, and also for wagons 


_ This is done by 
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to be despatched when he will want to 
know which direction the wagons are to 
be sent. Drivers and guards will find 
the list useful whensorting wagons on 
a pickup goods. When they become 
accustomed to the layout and where 
industries are located on the sidings, 
they can then sort the wagons in the 
best order for shunting at each station. 
Once again, very prototypical and real- 
istic. 


Of course the goods manufactured 
can be added to or amended to suit the 
owner as required. The above is just 
to give you an idea of how to go about 
it. From these sheets you can make up 
a traffic pattern flow and this is done 
by deciding on your layout, where for 
example, the frozen foods made at Beach 
River, will besent to. It may be that 
you think they will goto just one des- 


tination, perhaps aport for export, or 
to several stations. 


Once you have decided exactly where 
each itemof goods on your railway will 
be sent, then you can commence to make 
up your traffic pattern flow chart. 
listing every station 
and underneath a list of wagons that 
will arrive for industries at that 
station, and another list of wagons that 
will depart from that station for other 
destinations. 


It is entirely up to the owner to 
decide how long any wagonis kept at an 
industry once it has arrived. Some 
wagons obviously will be returned as 
empties, others may be retained to load 
the manufactured goods after a certain 
period of time. 


TRAFFIC PATTERN FLOW CHART. 


BEACH RIVER. 


In. Open wagons, hoppers, oil tank 
(Shell), box vans, Weltrol, 
loaded flats, empty flats, re- 
frigerated vans. 


~ 
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Qut. Open full - quarry material, 
(docks). 
Hoppers full - docks. 


Oil tank empty - return 


(Crestwick) 
Box van empty - return 
(Dundundra) . 
Unloaded flats - return 
(Crestwick)unless 


wanted by Elect. Factory. 
Weltrol loaded - Docks. 
Regrigerated vans - Docks. 


and similarly for each station on your 
layout. 


ACTUAL LOADS. 


On at least two layouts we know, 
there has been devised a system of 
making actual loads that require certain 
types of wagons before they can be 
despatched. The loads are actually 
loaded on to the type of wagon re- 
quired, andon arrival at their des- 
tination, unloaded, placed beside the 
factory or industry concerned, and the 
empty wagon re-routed back to the point 
of despatch or otherwise as necessary. 
This in effect creates more traffic 
is prototypical and provides the means 
of whiling away an hour when you have 
nothing else to do by making the loads 
themselves. These can be in many 
forms, e.g. Transformers made from 
small castings, or purchased ready made 
by Kibrior Vollmer, Containers to keep 
up with the modern trend - from suit- 
able sized wood blocks or cardboard. 
Timber in planks or tree trunks,Piping 
from window blind material the small 
diameter reed type - particularly the 
white kind, as this is ideal forthe 
plastic pipes now used by the PMG 
and others. This will give the reader 
an idea of what can be done in this 
field. The main effect is to create 
"realism" inour model railway, and that 
is what helps us to enjoy our hobby 
even more. Of course the owner has to 
have some sort of system also whereby 
a particular type of wagon from either 
the nearest station or goods yard, and 
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this too creates another prototypical 
effect. 


From the traffic pattern chart the 
owner can see exactly howmany and what 
type of wagons he requires to be able 
to runhis railway in the manner he has 
decided. If for example he wants to 
run a pick-up goods from each end of 
his railway simultaneously (providing 
this can bedone on his layout) he will 
need firstly enough wagons to distribute 
round the layout before the timetable- 
operation session commences, then he 
will need aloco for eachof the pick-up 
goods trains plus abrake van for each. 
If he can runtoit, a shunting loco at 
each station where extensive shunting 
and sorting will be done can be used, 
(with a driver of course). These can 
sort wagons ready for the pick-up goods 
train to arrive, and when it has left, 
can continue sorting and shunting the 
wagons the pick up has left behind. 


Now if passenger traffic is required 
he will need either railmotors or local 
passenger trains, or express passenger 
trains according to the facilities on 
his layout. 


Remember that with steam locomotives, 
railmotors and diesels, refueliing is 
required sooner or later, and facilities 
should be established along the layout 
at stations where such facilities would 
normally be located. Remember too that 
time must be allowed for this refuelling 
on our club layout, railmotors do an 
"out and back'' trip and then return to 
the loco shed area for refuelling. 
Steam locos return to their shed on 
arrival at a terminal station, unless 
scheduled to make an immediate return 
trip in which case the loco wil prob- 
ably have to "Water'' en route. All 
these add interest to the timetable 
operating and "realism". 


MAKING THE TIMETABLE. 


lists the owner can now 
timetable. We 


With these 
commence to make his 
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LET 


find it best to use a suitable sized 
sheet of graph paper to draw our time- 
table on. We use a 16"x12" sheet with 
squares marked off ininches and tenths 
but the size is really immaterial, de- 
pending upon just what you wish to 
enter on the sheet. 


To commence, rule aline right along 
the top ofthe sheet at the edge of the 
printed squares. This will be used 
for "time in actual minutes" or what- 
ever time you prefer to use. 


Down the left hand sideof the..sheet 
allowing say up to two squares in (two 
inches on the one we use) we place the 
names of the stations and sidings. 


The distance between one station 
and the next is up to you, according 
to the number of stations on your layout. 
If you have say four stations, allow 
them equal spacing for the sidings in 
each station and between stations. 


From the right hand side of the 
longest named station now mark off the 
time along the top of the sheet. We 
use two small squares for each minute. 
For neatness and clarity draw a line 
from the "0" mark on the top line down 
to the last station siding onthe sheet 
and continue say four small squares 
below this. Draw a line along the 
sheet similar to the one at the top 
and mark this one off in time as well 
(exactly the same as the top line). 
Now we assume that the first train will 
depart from Beach River at 2 minutes 
past the hour, and it is a railmotor 
leaving from the platform road. So a 
dot is placed on the graph along the 
line of the platform road and under the 
line of the 2 minutes mark. 


The train will take one minute to 
get to the next station (Creswick) so 
we place another dot on the platform 
road line at Creswick station under 
the 3 minute mark, and then join the 
two dots. This indicates the path of 


the railmotor between the two stations. 


On arrival at Creswick the railmotor 
waits 2minutes to off load and on load 
passengers, this we show bya horizontal 
line along the platform road line for 
2 minutes. : ey oe 


The railmotor then departs at 5 
minutes past the hour for the next 
station (Dundundra) and takes 2 minutes 
for this journey. So we place a dot 
on the platform road at Dundundra under 
the 7 minute mark, and join the dots. 


Assuming the railmotor waits for 
three minutes at Dundundra, a horizontal 
line is drawn along the Dundundra plat- 
form road line and finishes under the 
iO minute mark. 


Now from an examination of the graph — 
so far we can see that if we wish we 
can either pass the railmotor (from 
either direction at Crestwick between 
3 and 5 minutes past the hour - assum- 
ing that our layout is single line work- 
ing or at Dundundra between 7 and 10 
minutes past the hour. If you now mark 
a dot on the loop line at  Dundundra 
under the 2 minute mark and another on ~ 
the goods loop line at Crestwick under 
the 4 minute mark, you will see that 
this train arrives at Crestwick while 
the railmotor is still there so will 
have to go into the goods loop - if it 
is another passenger - until the rail- 
motor has departed. Then it can shunt 
into the passenger platform road. How- 
ever if it is a goods train it can 
proceed to shunt without further ado. 


For the purpose of our graph we will 
assume that this second trainisa pick 
up goods, and so we will allocate 15 
minutes for shunting at this station. 
So a horizontal line is drawn along the 
goods loop line until it stops under the 
19 minute mark. We then draw a dot on 
the goods loop line at the next station 
(Beach River) under the 20 minute mark 
and connect this with the end of the 
shunting time (19 past). 
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Now we have two trains plotted - 
a railmotor anda pick-up goods. If we 
want a further train to be plotted in 
the same period, it could depart from 
Beach River between 3 and 17 minutes 
past, and arrive at Crestwick while 
the pick-up goods was shunting. It 
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might be advantageous to plot another 


local passenger ‘or railmotor at 10 
minutes past departure, arriving at 
Crestwick 11 minutes past, 2 minutes 
wait and departing for Dundundra at 
13 minutes past, arriving at 15 minutes 
past the hour. 


Time in minutes 


We 3 7 48 “18 Al 23 25 


ST EEERARGAGUREEE 
RE TRRERGE tREGGRRE= >" 


IA 


_{s h Shuntiing | NI _| 
a\G0nR nn 0m 


ETAT 


pete CELE 
Pe eid i 


PAGE 132 


Similar trains are plotted along 
the graph until the owner comes to the 
end of the period of time he has decid- 
ed that the operation will cover. The 
question of using "actual time" or 
"hotted up time'' is entirely up to the 
owner himself. It should be pointed 
out that for shunting operations using 
actual time is less messy than hotted 
up time in our estimation. : 


For easy identification of any 
particular train on the timetable we 
number every train except where a 
light engine is used. All trains on 
the "Up" line canbe given even numbers 
and all trains on the '"Down'' line odd 
numbers. This cannot be done until 
the graph has been completed. So on 
our graph, the first railmotor (A) 
becomes RM1OO, the second RM102. #£The 
pick-up goods becomes G101, and so on. 


Light engines are normally called 
"Light Engines'' and the actual number 
of the loco is used i.e. "Light Engine 
421°teft 10:past." 


Once the graph part has been com- 


pleted, the owner can now turn to the 
timetables to be used by the running 
staff on the layout. Here he must 


decide whether to use signalmen/drivers 
signalmen and drivers, or whatever 
other staff he wishes or can accommodate 
at the one time. 


We will assume that he has decided 
to use asignalman for each station and 
a driver/guard for each train. Where 
another train starts its journey AFTER 
a previous train has finished its run, 
of course, the same driver can be used 
for the second train. 


From the graph we now draw up in- 
structions for these running staff. 
The instructions should be clear and 
precise, If possible they should be 
in some permanent form and easily han- 
dled or placed in some spot where they 
can be readily referred to without 
damage. Usually the timetables for 
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driver/guards should be made and fixed 
to some stout cardboard or included in 
a folder so that the driver can carry 
it with him for quick reference. Sig- 
nalmen's instruction sheets can be 
placed in a prominent position either 
on the control panel or in some other 
easily seen spot. 


From past experience we have found 
the following form of instruction pre- 
ferred by signalmen. 
again we find the following for our 


Signalman at Beach River. 


OUT O2 Railmotor 100 departs for 
Crestwick. 

OUT 10 Railmotor 102 departs for 
Crestwick. 

IN 20 Pick-up goods 101 arrives 


from Crestwick - shunts. 


For the Signal Box at Crestwick 


is a little more. 
IN 03 


there 


Railmotor 100 arrives from 
Beach River on platform road 
2 minutes wait. 

Pick-up goods 101 arrives on 
goods loop from Dundundra 
shunts until 19 minutes past. 
Railmotor 100 departs for 
Dundundra. 

Railmotor 102 arrives from 
Beach River on platform road 
2 minutes wait. 

Railmotor 102 departs for 
Dundundra. 

Pick-up goods 101 departs for 
Beach River. 


IN 04 


OUT 05 


IN i 


OUT: -13 


OUT 19 


In this way, especially if the 
owner has decided to run an extensive 
and heavy service, the signalman knows 
exactly what is happening. 


The Drivers Instruction sheet will 
look Like ‘this:- 


DRIVER for Railmotor 100. 


Ol Signs on at Beach River, checks 
railmotor is ready for departure. 

Q2 railmotor 100 departs for Crest- 
wick. 


Taking our graph | 


} 
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03 Arrives Crestwick. Pick-typ goods 
will arrive and shunt yard here. 

O05 Railmotor 100 departs for 
Dundundra. 

O7 Arrives Dundundra. 
etc. (the drivers instruction 
for RM102 will be made out also. 


DRIVER for pick-up goods 101. 


Ol Sign on at Dundundra. Loco from 

shed to take pick-up goods from 
- yard. Check couplings and load. 

O02 Depart for Crestwick. 

04 Arrive Crestwick goods loop. 
Shunt. Railmotor 100 will cross 
you here. 

19 Pick-up goods 101 departs for 
Beach River. 

20 Arrives Beach Rivers goods loop. 
Shunts. etc. 


From these you will see that every- 
one is given exact instructions what to 
do. In the event of any train being 
delayed the signalman at that particular 
station should inform the next signal- 
man of the delay and the reason. A 
suitable book can be kept for this 
purpose by the signalman and used for 
recording of all delays, breakdowns 
etc. All this adds to the realism of 
the operation. 


all that we require to 
run our timetables. We have instruct- 
ion sheets for our signalmen at each 
station, forour drivers of every train 
on the timetable; we have instructions 
to signalmen and drivers for the dis- 
posal of wagons at every siding and 
industry. 7 ee 


Now we have 


If we go one step further than this 
we would have a train controller. He 
would be located in any position with 


a desk or some place where he can lay 
out the graph. On top of the graph is 
placed a piece of perspex, and on to 


the perspex he draws the plot of every 
train that runs during the timetable 
operation. He does this from arrival 
and departure times given him by the 


{ 
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signalman. From this he can tell 
whether a train is one time - running 
late - whether it should be diverted 
cancelled, placed into another time 
slot, etc. This is the ultimate in 
timetable operation, and normally only 
those clubs or layouts that have plenty 
of manpower available can have a train 
controller. For a very large layout 
he is a necessity to tie up loose ends 
that occur during the timetable session 
where one person who can see all of the 
operation can quickly make a decision 
so that the operation can continue 
without apause. This is prototypical. 


From now on all the owner has to do 
is sort out his available manpower, 
allocate the different jobs, set the 
clock, and "let them roll". 3 


If any readers have any difficulty 
in timetable operation, the writer will 
be only too pleased tooffer a solution 
on receipt ofa letterortelephone call. 


Editorial cont. 


How are those entries going for the 
Association's competitions? You have 
until January 3lst to get them to the 
Federal Secretary. , 


Finally, let me wish you all the 
compliments of the season. Have a 
Happy Christmas, and a safe New Year. 


NOTICE. 


This publication accepts no respons- 
ibility for the accuracy or reliability 
of articles or advertising contained 
herein, statements made or opinions 
expressed in papers or discussions, 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to the 
views expressed by contributors. 
Neither is any guarantee implied or 
expressed as to good conduct or prac- 
tice of advertisers contained herein, 
This publication reserves at all times 
the right to refuse acceptance to all 
matter considered unsatisfactory for 
publication. 
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Bring your loco back to life 


Some of you may have found that some 


locomotives that youhave had for a few 


years do not pull the same load now as 
they used towhen you first put them on 
your pike. You have probably tried to 
lubricate them with no improvement. 


The reason is that the magnet has 
become weaker and needs remagnetising. 
If you have an ammeter on your control 
board you will see that it is showing 
0.8 to0.9 amps or 800 to 900 milliamps. 
A small loco, like an 0-6-0 should be 
somewhere between 250 and 400 milliamps. 


All you need for 
a coil wound on a spool, 
core to fit the spool, a fair sized 
Capacitor, say about 2000 M.F.D. if 
possible, a power supply and a switch. 


a magnetiser is 
with an iron 


I used an ex P.M.G. 50 volt power 
pack which was obtained for $5.00. 
These are available via Allan Dowel, 
although I am not’ sure of the current 
price. The coil was a 50 volt relay 
coil, mounted on a spool with a hole 
to take a 13/16"'x 3/8 " core. I made 
the core by obtaining a burnt out 
ballast from aflouresent light fitting 
stripping the coil fromit, and cutting 
the laminations to form a U shaped core 
as shown in figure l. The bottom of 
the U was split to enable the fitting 
of the coil. When cutting the lamin- 
ations, stagger the cuts’ so that on 
rebuilding, the laminations overlap. 
This is both for strength and to provide 
a more continuous path forthe magnetic 
field. 


It is only necessary to cut the U 
if your coil is already mounted on a 
spool. If you insulate the core and 
the cheek oneither side with1/16 fibre 
sheet you can wind your coil straight 
on the iron. The coil for 50 volts has 
1388 turns of 28 B & S gauge (0.0126") 


by KEN DOWN 


enamelled wire, which has a resistance 
of 30 ohms and makes quite a powerful 
magnet. 


The remainder of the laminations are 
cut and bolted together to make two 
blocks between which the magnet, to be 
remagnetized is placed, this completing 
the magnetic circuit. 


The circuit is quite simple and is 
shown in Fig. 3. The push button 
should have sturdy contacts. I suggest 
that you go to your local service 
station and ask for an old set of con- 
tacts, which they quite often have lying 
around, andalter the spring so that it 
has to be pushed to close the contacts. 


To assemble, drill the core with an 
1/8'' drill as shown in Fig. 1. Make 
four legs from 16 gauge strap iron 3/8" 
wide, bend the small angle at the bottom 
for anchoring (Fig, 2), and driii- to 
match the holes in the core. Clamp 
together with 1/8" whit. bolts through 
the holes. 


It will be a great help if you make 
an aluminium table to fit over the top 
of the magnet. This makes it easy to 
adjust the laminated blocks’ to make 
contact with the sides of the magnet of 
your motors no matter which physical 
size they may be. ? 


sheet 
cut a piece about 


From apiece of aluminium 
about 1/16" thick, 
2" x 35", Cut two oblong holes in the 
sheet to be a good press fit over the 
legs of the U, and press it on to the 
poles between the jaws of your vice. 
Make sure the tops of the two poles are 
smooth and parallel, and that the two 
sliding blocks make good contact with 
both the poles and the magnet of yout 
motor. 
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It is not necessary to dismantle 
your motors beyond removing any mount- 
ing screws which may hold the sliding 


blocks away from the magnet. If 
possible always leave the armature in 
place as it acts as keeper for the 


magnet, especially if the motor has 


been stripped. 


To remagnetise, first find the 
polarity of the magnetiser by holding a 
compass near, but not too close, to one 
of the poles (power on) and permanently. 


A.M.R.A. JOURNAL NO. 107. 


mark its polarity. Find the polarity. 
of the magnet in the motor in the same 
manner, and set up the motor with the 
Opposite pole over the marked pole 
slide on the blocks to complete the 
magnetic circuit, and press the switch 
with a quick tap two or three times. 


Now your magnet should be remag- 
netised and a check on your layout 
should show a marked improvement in 
your motor. Your ammeter should also 
show a drop in current consumption. 


SRREKKERERERRERREREREREREREREERERERERK, 


Building streamlined passenger cars 


in Australia now run 
passenger trains made up of steel 
streamlined cars, e.g- Victoria/New 
South Wales - "Spirit of Progress" and 
"Southern Aurora'';Victoria/South Aust- 
ralia - "Overland"; Queensland - "Sun 
lander"; 'Westlander", etc. As these 
cars are similar in design, they can 
easily be constructed from moulded 
Perspex, amethod I have used to scratch 
build the "Spirit of Progress". 


Most States 


The Perspex used is 1/16" thick, 
clear, and can be purchased from various 
hardware stores of plastic sign manu- 
facturers. It is preferable to order 
the Perspex cut to the sizes required, 


as to cut pieces from a large sheet 
requires considerable care to avoid 
cracking with resultant waste. A 


charge is usually made for cutting to 
sizes, but this is well worth while as 
Perspex retails at approx. $1.10 per. 
eq, £t. 


When purchased, the Perspex is 
covered on both sides with a protective 
paper facing which can be left on dur- 
ing cutting to protect the highly fin- 
ished surface on the material. Should 
you be unfortunate to scratch or damage 
the surface, it can be restored by rub- 
bing with fine glass paper, steelwool, 
cutting compound and car polish - the 
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treatment depending on how badly the 
surface is marked. 


The car bodies are formed from 1/16" 
Perspex sheet cut large enough to form 
the sides and roof in one piece with 
about %'' allowance all round for final 
trimming. Perspex when heated to about 
300 F. becomes pliable like rubber, but 
avoid overheating as the material will 
'bubble'' and be of no further use. 
When heated, the Perspex can be bent to 
shape and, oncooling, the shape is re- 
tained. Reheating will result in the 
Perspex reverting to its original shape 
- flat. 


The kitchen oven is ideal to heat 
the Perspex, and it is preferable to 
lay itonaclean flat piece of tinplate 
or brass, rather than directly on to 
the oven tray, as any irregularities 
on surface of oven tray will be in- 
printed on surface of Perspex when 
heated. The Perspex is moulded around 


a wooden block shaped Car 

to the inside contour Outline 
of the car body, i.e. 

the required outside 

shape less 1/16" all Ys. 
round allowance for Perspex 


the thickness of the 
material. (ftec 1) 
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The wooden block must be carefully 


made. Hardwood or any similar close- 
grained timber is suitable for the 
block. The shape of the block is 


best obtained by drawing accurately to 
scale the cross section of the carbody 
then a line parallel 1/16" inside the 
body line. The wooden block should 
be a few inches longer than scale 
length of car, and width should be at 
least 4" wider than height of carbody. 


When making the block, keep all 
sides straight, square and parallel, 
and after shaping to inside contour 
of roof, finish off with fine glass 
paper; also square ends of block. Now 
with a carpenter's marking gauge, 
scribe a centre line along the block; 
also down the ends. 


To facilitate marking of car bodies 
for trimming later, scribe a line with 
a carpenter's gauge around the block 
equal to bottom car body. Approx. 1" 
in from one end of block, mark a line 
around block and a similar line at the 
other end of the block equal to length 
of car. As power cars and vans are 
usually different lengths to passenger 
cars, several lines may be needed at 
one end, and they should be clearly de- 
fined as to which car length it refers. 
The wooden block is avery’ useful 


Movided perspex body == 


Scribed lines for 
Car lengths 


Fig, 2, Wooden Block, 
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article throughout the construction of 
the cars and, therefore, it is essent- 
ial that care be taken with its prep- 
aration and use. (See Fig. 2.) 


The mould is a little more compli- 
cated but Fig. 3 should make it clear. 
It consists of a baseboard of 4%" ply- 
wood or pyneboard to which is glued 
and screwed two wooden blocks. A 
sheet of shim metal approx. .006" is 
fitted between, bent over, and fixed to 
top of each block. The positioning of 
the two wooden blocks is most important. 
First, fix one block to base by glueing 
and screwing, keeping the working face 
square with the base. The space be- 
tween the blocks is equal to two thick- 
nesses of Perspex, two thicknesses of 
metal shim, and the wooden former block. 
When fixing the second block, use a 
few scraps Perspex and shim together 
with the wooden block and have them a 
sliding fit to position the second 
block. The metal shim is now fitted 
between blocks with the edges bent over 
and securely screwed or tacked to the 
top of the two mould blocks. Keep the 


ors 


Body width egvals wooden block former 
+ 2 thicknesses each of pers pex saa shim 


Fig. 3 Mould 
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bottom of the U shape %'' above base- 
board. The length of the mould should 
be the same as the wooden former. 


Now that we have the mould and for- 
mer completed we can go to work. 


or obtained the 
required size, remove the 


After having cut 
Perspex to 


protective paper from both faces and 
place on the clean tinplate or brass 
sheet in the oven to heat. Take the 


Perspex from oven, bend to U shape in 
the fingers and drop onto the U shape 
of the metal sheet in the mould. 


The wooden former block is forced 
inside the U of Perspex and the whole 
allowed to cool. Best results are 
obtained by pressing in vice or using 
"G'"' cramps, but hand pressure gives a 
reasonable result. You have to be 
quick loading the Perspex, partly to 
avoid its cooling but mainly because it 
burns your fingers: If you are not 
satisfied with the pressing, pop it 
back in the oven and it obligingly 
flattens out for another try. 


Having pressed as many bodies as re- 
quired, carefully mark for length and 
height using the scribe lines on the 
wooden former block. "Eclipse Junior" 
hacksaw blades are ideal for cutting 
Perspex and the edges can be cleaned 
up with a smooth file. 


Perspex can be readily cut, drilled 
and sanded with ordinary tools and 
sandpaper. Sand only the edges and 
carefully preserve the natural high 
finish wherever possible, especially 
at the windows. Car ends are shaped 
from 1/16"' Perspex to fit inside the 
shell and stick in place with "Bostick 
Hardbond", obtainable from your local 
hardware store (a small blue tube of 
adhesive). A template cut from sheet- 
metal is useful to mark out car ends. 


The floor is also 1/16" Perspex cut 
to fit inside the shell. It is not 
essential that floor be of Perspex as 
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any material would suffice, e.g. tim- 


ber, masonite, balsa. 


The method of fastening the floor 
to body is to stick offcuts of Perspex 
inside the car body 1/8" up from the 
bottom edge at the ends, also two strips 
at the bogie centres. The cross strips 
at the bogie centres are drilled and 
tapped for small screws to secure the 
floor to the body as well as the bogies. 
(See Fig. 4.) | 


Sheetmetal mask 


Recessed 


Scraps glued in 


Enel 
glved tate to support Floor 
bady. : 

cS Fig. +. Recessing deors 


Finishing the car body comes last 
after the car has been test run. A 
strip of clear tape is laid out on the 
car side at window level, andcut at the 
top and bottom window lines, taking care 
that the cuts are parallel with bottom 
edge of the body. 


Vertical cuts aremade at the window 
spacing so that when the excess is re- 
moved each window is represented by a 
rectangle of tape. Doorways, if flush 
with car side, can be scribed but, if 
recessed from face of car body the door- 
way will have to be scraped out. Make 
a mask of tinplate and cut out doorway 
size. Using a wood chisel or an old 
file ground to size with a chisel 
point, hold mask firmly to car body 
and scrape Perspex away from doorway. 
(Fig. 4 will explain this more simply 
than words). Clean up the surface of 
Perspex as previously mentioned. 
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The body is now ready for painting 
and, after drying thoroughly, the rect- 
angles of tape are removed,leaving the 
clear Perspex for windows. 


The gold line 
schemes as on 


and two-tone colour 
"Spirit of Progress", 


"Overland", ''Sunlander", etc. can also 


be done by masking with tape. I must 
mention here that, after sticking tape 
to bodies, cut lightly with a razor 
blade only - using a knife tends to 
leave marks in the Perspex. 


The underfloor detail varies with 
the different types of cars but here is 
a general outline:- 


Battery boxes are scraps of thicker 
Perspex or offcuts glued together, 
shaped to size and stuck to car gloor. 
The air-conditioning condensers, which 
usually have a woven wire grill, are 
made similarly, but pressed against a 
file in the vice to give a criss-cross 
pattern on one face. To accentuate 
this pattern, after painting black, wipe 
a painty finger across it of white or 
grey water paint (or white shoe clean- 
er). After drying for a few minutes, 
remove excess paint with a damp cloth 
leaving white paint only inthe pattern. 


The air reservoirs, generators, air 
conditioning compressors, etc., are 
made from plastic knitting needles - 
your wife's knitting basket is a good 
source of supply: These can be cut 
easily and worked with hacksaw and 
files. If you are fortunate to own 
Or can borrow an electric drill, 


knitting needles can be turned into 
desired shapes by the use of files. 
Casein plastic is used for the manu 


facture of knitting needles and Hard- 
bond cement does not take very well 
but another adhesive "Goodyear Plio- 
fond" (in gold and blue tube) is ideal 
for this work; also for sticking metal 
to plastic, wood or other metal. 


Various gauged wire and small nails 
are a handy source for the piping and 
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other details you may wish to add. - 
Vestibule ends can be either purchased 
or made as desired. 


Streamline type cars are usually 70 
ft. orso in length and, as model rail- 
way layouts have small radius curves, 
difficulty is experienced in coupling 
on curves when couplers are mounted to 
body. I have mounted the couplers on 
my cars to 1/16"' Perspex strips which, 
in turn, are stuck to bogie bolsters. 
In this way, couplings are nearly al- 
ways Over centre line of track and the 
push and pull loads are transmitted 
direct to bogie centres. I know this 
is not scale to prototype, but can you 
back al12car "Spirit of Progress" 
through 24'"' radius reverse curves at 
full speed without derailing? 


The cost of building my "Spirit of 
Progress'' cars averaged $2.30 each, 
complete with bogies and couplings. 
Tenshodo streamline bogies were used. 


KKK KKK KK KKK KKH 


SHOP SPY. by REX LITTLE. 
At long last some kits are available 
for Australian HOn3% modellers. 


Available are: 


TOR AY ‘trock. @ $2.65.) 
WAGR "GC" truck @ $1.65) including 
GR WH" trick @: $2525 ) wheels. 


Excepting the QR "H" truck, the kits 
will only be available from Mr. J. R. 
Gallagher, 52 Eyre Street, Malabar, 
2306, due to their expected low demand. 


Kits have been forwarded to AMRA 
members for them to review for Journal. 


KRKKKKKKEKEKKEK KK 
REQUESTS - QUESTIONS 


Have you ever wanted to ask about 
some aspect of the hobby orhad problems 
and did not know who to turn to - then 
write to the Editor so that the members 
can help and benefit through Journal. 
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-NS.W. BRANCH EXHIBITION 


A Quick Tour 


Photos by R. LITTLE & A. TEMPLEMAN, 


The 1973 Exhibition, held in the 
Lower Town Hall, Sydney, on 29th & 30th 
September, and lst October was high- 


lighted bythe large number of excellent 
Operating layouts. 


Stand l. June Larmour displayed her 
Biscuit Tin Layout, and her latest 
creation, built on a bicycle wheel. | 


Stand 2. The 


Sydney N Gauge Model 
Railway Club displayed a large modular 


N gauge layout 


in its early stage of 
construction. | 


Stand 4. 


by R. LITTLE. 


The Blue Mountains Railway 
Society displayed 5" gauge live steam 
locomotives and rolling stock. 


Stand 5. Traction Publications showed 
books and magazines of railway and 


tramway subjects. 


Keith Robinson's OO Marklin 
layout ran as faultlessly as usual. 


Stand 6. 


Stand 7. Searles of Chatswood. Amongst 
the proprietry lines displayed, was a 
demonstration of the small amount of 
room needed for the modern gauge l 
equipment. 
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Stand 8. The Australian Electric 
Traction Association displayed their 
sceniced HO tramway layout. 


Stand 8a. S:C-R.-~ Publications, the 
publishers of the Australasian Model 


Railroad Magazine displayed back copies 
of their publication. 


Stand 9. The NSW Schools Railway Club 
Association, featured their 10' x 8! 
OO layout. This layout was built by 


the schoolboys, using proprietry snap 
track and rolling stock. Also featured 
was their magazine "The Railway News". 


Stand 10. The "Nibble Bar" did it's 
usual brisk trade, under the supervision 
of June Dunn and her band of helpers. 


Stand ll, 
displayed awide range of O00 and N gauge 
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Fybren Models, of Melbourne 


equipment, and also wide variety of 
posters and cards. 


Stand 12. Harry Gibson showed his 
fully sceniced HO layout, featuring 


operating overhead catenery system. 


Model 


Stand 13. The NSW Prototype 
Railway Clubs' HO layout of a proto- 
typical NSW railway scene, featured a 
working coaling tower, and engines with 
built-in sound. 


Stand 14. Des Brien's Hobbies dis- 
played an operating HO layout together 
with many proprietry lines. 


Stand 15. The NSW Rail Transport 
Museum displayed photographs, small 


railway equipment, and publications of 
railway interest. 
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Stand 18. Australian Modelcraft were 


hard to find, as their space was filled 
with the Newcastle Model Railway Club's 
N gauge layout. However, Joyce was 
there, seated near the column. 


Stand 16. Barry Cox displayed his 


3'4" scale tramway, featuring Sydney, 
Melbourne, Brisbane and Adelaide trams. 


Stand 17. Rod. H. Caldwell displayed 


his HO gauge model railway layout. Stand 19. AMRA's Information Stand and 
Scenery demonstration by John Dunn. 
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Stand 20. The Model Workshops operated 
a HO scale layout, featuring Stanwell 
Park station and viaduct. Also of 
much interest were their display cab- 
inets showing various kits, scratch 
built equipment, and some items fromthe 
NSW Branch modelling clinic. 


Stand 21, The Sydney Society of Model 
Engineers displayed a small HO layout 
and various club models. | 


Stand 22, The Australian Railway 
Historical Society, displayed models 
and publications of historical interest. 


Stand 23. The Fantastic Hobbyshop 
displayed HO and N' gauge layouts, and 
a wide variety of model railway supplies. 


Stand 24. The Union Central Model 
Railway Club displayed an excellent N 
gauge railroad, with steep grades and 
a variety of static models. 


Stand 25. Hergs Hobbies had a static 
display of various models and access- 
ories, andfeatured their current range 
of HO scale brass NSW locomotives. 


Stand 26, Illawarra Model Railway 
Club and Hurstville Model Railway Club 
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combined to exhibit a HOn3 coffee table 
layout, featuring "Puffing Billy" some 
where in the Dandenongs, a HO layout 
depicting a typical NSW country scene, 
and a showcase of static models of 
NSWR, VR, SAR, and TGR trains. 


Stand 27. Protype Model Products dis- 
played their range of Australian proto- 
type model railway kits and equipment. 


Stand 28. The South Pacific Electric 
Railway Co-op Society displayed a HO 
scale tramway and other static exhibits. 


Stand 29. The ever popular "0" gauge 
layout of Norm Read and Colin Shepherd 
featured many well known NSW trains. 
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As usual there was always a good crowd 
around this layout. 


Stand 28 


KEKEKEKRKEKKERERERERERERERERRERERRE KE 


PR WA 


The Editor, 
AMRA Journal. 


Dear Sir, 


It is now some time since the article 
on Castledare Miniature Railway was 
prepared, and as Castledare does not 
stand still, there are quite a few 
changes by now. 


At present there are twelve steam 
locos actively in use on Castledare, 
and three diesel outline equipped with 
single cylinder and four cylinder pet- 
rol engines. Jack Stanbridge's (shown 
in Journal) has the four cylinder Fiat 


engine. There is also a small diesel 
shunter outline, electric (battery) 
operated. Pollution Free! 


New coach sidings and shed are being 
built, and will be followed by a new 
roundhouse to house sixteen locos. 
Later anew turntable, three feet longer 
than the present one, will be built. 


LV / READERS 


LET YERS 


So far Castledare has been limited 
to 7 1/4" gauge, but the go-ahead has 
now been given for a 3%'' layout also. 


On Open Day last February, $180 was 
collected in fares, and trains of 100 
(that's correct - one hundred) pas- 
sengers were hauled. 


One Friday night recently, a few of 
the "boys'"' decided todo a little night 
running carrying passengers. The last 
train ran at 6 a.m. the next morning. 


Castledare attracts a lot of pub- | 
licity through the state papers, radio S 
and TV. The “heavy" day last February “™ 
was the result of a TV "plug". The 


Friday night episode was also the result 


of a f¥ “pihis". 


At the moment, there are at least 
six more locos under construction by 
the Castledare members. 


BROUGHTON BOYDELL. 
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MEMBERS 


As Publisher may I take this op- 
portunity to thank you all for your 
support in making this task more a 
pleasure than a chore. The support 
has been given inmany ways - the number 
of articles sent to the editor with 
the range of topics covered, the con- 
structive criticism,the praise for those 
issues that have appealled to you, the 
help in proof reading and the comments 


on the spelling mistakes, which all 
goes to show that the Journal is read 
making the effort that goes into your 


Journal well worthwhile. 


I would like to especially thank the 
editor for his forebearance of missing 
(temporally) articles, Bill Morehouse 


for his drawings - usually at’ short 
notice, Korumburra Times for their 
assistance and co-operation over the 
years, the Journal typists for their 


prompt execution of the final typing 
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and lastly tomy family who have forgone 
my company On many occassions. 


Peter Kingsbury has taken on the 


task of Publisher, and I know that you 
will give him the same 
have given me. 


support as you 


OW A.M.R.A.C@ 
MERITORIOUS AWARDS 


Ivo Bunker 

Bob Gorrell 
Alan Dowel 
Stephen Suggit 
Rex Little | 
Norm Read 
Jack Treseder =. 
Mal Baker 
John Sneddon 
John Dunn 
Graham Larmour 
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Branch 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


3 Bay Street. 
a 


UOILPLS 
12] °P470m 


AMRA 


Clubroaom 


Sat. 8th September saw a combined 
meeting of this branch and S.C.M.R.A. 
(Eastern Division). Approximately 70 
members of both Associations were in 
attendance. . 


We also had the pleasure of enter- 
taining a number of members from the 


Gardner 


Reports 


North Shore Railway Modellers Associat- 

ion, as well as our old friend Joyce 

from Australian Model Craft,_ 
Albury. An enjoyable afternoon of 

layout operation and general chit-chat 

was had by all. 


The rest of the September meetings 
were devoted to the preparation of the 
equipment necessary for the Annual 
Exhibition, with general dusting, pol- 
ishing, and re-painting being under- 
taken by the members. 


Important Coming Events: 


Fri. 23rd Nov. 
Sat. lst Dec. 


Slide night. 
N.S.W.R.T.M. visit. 
Mon. 3rd Dec. Annual Dinner. 
Sat. 15th Dec. Annual Picnic. 
(subject to last minute change, 
Watch Notice Board). 
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As this will be the last "Journal" 
before Christmas, your Committee of 
Management has requested me to convey 
their warmest wishes for the festive 


season. 
G. BALL. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


Members who have not attended the 
last couple of meetings have missed a 
great film evening, and an interesting 
Auction. Come along to all our future 
meetings. If you can come along to our 
future meetings, you will be able to 
learn more about the hobby as well as 
meeting other hobbyists. 


A great deal of time and effort has 
been put into the search for a perman- 
ent headquarters for your branch. 


Many different venues have been in- 
vestigated by the Committee and other 
interested persons. Your President, 
Tony Gray, hopes to make an announce- 
ment on the matter in the near future. 


The branch has purchased a 12' x 4' 
HO layout fromthe Kalamunda Historical 
Society for exhibition purposes. After 
adding a few refinements, it is hoped 
to exhibit this layout at Fetes, carn- 
ivals, shows etc., not only to raise 
finance for the branch, but to attract 
new members and further the hobby gen- 
erally. This layout has been acquired 
purely as a temporary measure, to be 
displayed and operated until our own 
Exhibition Layout has been completed. 


Meanwhile, the Exhibition Layout 
progresses but slowly. Track laying 
will begin in the very near future. 


Our schedule of future meetings is 
as follows: 


Talk on electrics by 
David Williams. 
Family outing and 
barbecue. 


Mon. Dec. 3rd. 


Sun. Dec. 9th. 
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Wed. Jan. 16th. Visit to a _ layout. 
Venue to be advised. 
Clinic evening. Wagon 
building with Tony 
Gray. 

As above. 


Mon. Feb. 4th. 


Wed. Feb. 20th. 


All meetings will be held at Ross 
Memorial Church Hall, cnr. Hay & Colin 
Streets, Weet Perth,: at. 7.30; pata; 
unless otherwise advised. 


PAUL HODSON 


QUEENSLAND. 


August 27th saw a large gathering 
of members and friends at Clayfield. 
Our host for the evening was Eric Lyon, 
and he gave a most interesting talk on 
Silastic Moulding. His talk ranged 
from the selection of the types of 
Silastic Rubber and the making of the 
masters, through to a practical demon- 
stration of making the castings. Few 
of us have participated in this aspect 
of modelling. It has tremendous 
possibilities. 


Our Auction on September lst, drew 
a large attendance of the Model Railway 
fraternity. Our popular auctioneer 
Eric, was ill but Rodger Kershaw most 
capably did the honours, with a large 
amount of equipment changing hands. 


A change in our previous methods of 
conducting an auction, resulted in a 
lot less work for all concerned. 


During interval, the ladies sold 
soft drinks which were most welcome. 


Five members were guests of Peter 
Kennedy of Oxley, for the September 
meeting. Peter demonstrated the time- 
table operation of his 00 layout. A 
fascinating operation, particularly 
with two trains running simultaneously. 
Attention was divided between the 
trains, the timetable, and the clock. 
No time for loafing! Thank you Peter, 
for a most entertaining visit. 
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Our next activity was the Model 
Railway Week Exhibition at the City 
Hall from November 12th to 17th. This 
was abig show this year, with both the 
Concert Hall and the basement being 
filled with exhibitors. 


Seasons Greetings to all, see you in 


the New Year. 
JIM GHRISTLE. 


VICTORIA 


rom 5 .E 


SS 4 From 
Camb well =~ 


Garding™ 


eee 


- VIC BRANCH 
woe 


From oa cane HIGH | 4 cos 


A number of our members journeyed 
to Sydney forthe Exhibition over Labour 
Day Weekend, and were amazed at the 
number of working layouts,particularly 
from the private clubs, which were on 
view. We do hope that the Exhibition 
was as successful financially as it 
appeared to be from the viewers pos- 
ition. 


\\ Ashbin. 


The railtrip to Maldon, held onthe 
13th October; was very successful. 
The perfect weather conditions helped 
yur amateur photographers produce in- 
teresting shots of the many viaducts 
and bridges, over and under which our 
"Walker" rail car passed. Whilst the 
D.E.R.M. consist provided by Victorian 
Railways in recent years could not be 
run this year, the "Walker" and trailer 
gave a different slant on travelling. 
It also necessitated shunting at Castle- 
maine, and the front seat passengers 
were granted a view similar to that 
obtained by the driver. (On the way 
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back, where we had been was viewed in 
the same manner). 


Working Bees onthe permanent layout 
have resulted in the erection of the 
basic framework being completed. With 
the installation of baseboards in the 
station areas, it is hoped that track 
laying will be commenced before Xmas. 
It is anticipated that when the time 
comes to commence operations we will 
have more drivers than operating pos- 
itions. Preference will be given to 
those members who have rendered assist- 
ance in the various ways requested by 
the Committee of Management and_ sub- 
committees. 


The agenda for the next three months 
is as follows: 


Crazy whist at clubrooms. 
Monthly Meeting - Xmas 
breakup.Layout operation. 
Competition - Collection 
of year's models. 


Dec. ist 
Dec. 13th. 


Dec. I5th. Children's Xmas Party. 

Jan. llth. Running night on club 
layout. (No meeting). 

Feb. 14th. Monthly Meeting - Rail- 
fan Safari to Indonesia 


and Japan. Movie films in 
colour by John Gardiner. 
Competition - Diorama, 
HO or No. | 


Remember our Model Railway Exhibits 
ion. Camberwell Civic Centre, 8th, 
9th, 10th, and 11th March, 1974. Ron 
Mannell is looking for volunteers, so 
give him your name and the times you 
will be available. 


Members who live between Surrey 
Hills and the Dandenongs are invited 
to attend meetings of the Eastern Region 
sub-branch, held on the 4th Friday of 
each month at 8 pm. Send stamped, 
addressed envelopes for meeting details 
to Peter Carter, 6 Timewell Cresent, 
Boronia. 3155 or ring Allan Couchman, 
26 Hunter Street, Ferntree Gully. 3156 
phone 758 1792. 
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Recently in Post Magazine, the 
following thought provoking comment 
was made: 


"Tt has been said that membership 
of any organisation is made up of four 
bones: - | 
1. There are "Wish'' bones, who spend 

all their time wishing someone else 

would do the work. 

2. There are "Jaw'' bones, who do all 
the talking, but very little else, 

3. There are the ''Knuckle'' bones who 
knock everything that anybody else 
tries to do. 

4. There are '"Back'' bones who. get 
under the load and do the work." 


The Committee of Management, property 
committee, social organiser and exhib- 
ition organiser wish there were many 
"Back'' bones which would make their 
jobs easier. If you have not support- 
ed them in the past, how about giving 
it a go. 

JOHN J. HARRY. 
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TENDER 


Tenders are invited for the supply 
to A.M.R.A. Victorian Branch of 
model railway equipment for club 
use on the various layouts owned by 
the branch and also the monthly 
prizes for the twelve months 
commencing 1st January, 1974. 


Tenders are to be based on 
suggested retail prices. 


Tenders must be addressed to the 
Hon. Secretary, A.M.R.A. Vic. Branch, 
68 Lahona Avenue, Bentleigh, 3165, 
and may either be posted to that 
address, in which case, they must be 
post-mark dated no later than 10th 
December, or alternatively tenders may 
be hand delivered to the Hon. 
Secretary, at the Vic. Branch 
meeting on 13th December, 1973. 


THE SIGNAL BOX 


+ FOR THE BEST IN HO - 


TRACK - 


LOCOS - Berg Athearn, Rivarossi, Bachmann. 
ROLLING STOCK - 


Peco, Shinohara. 


Protype, Malric, Athearn, Bachmann. 


129 BELL STREET, COBURG 3058 
MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS 
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VOLUME 23 


EDITORIAL — COMMUNICATIONS 


With a club such as ours, communication becomes 
something of great importance. Especially so to those, 
who, for personal reasons, cannot regularly attend the 


) established Branch meetings. 


Then, how many Branches regularly, or even just 
the once after a new member joins, contact the mem- 
bers under their jurisdiction? 

Personally | do not believe that the various Branch 
Notes do anything for communication generally. Then 
again Journal itself, being nominally a_ bi-monthly 
magazine, cannot really act as a mouthpiece for the 
various Branches to the extent that many of our mem- 
bers may require. 

Where then do we go? Perhaps the Branch Comm- 
ittees themselves could think up the answers. Perhaps 
the Branches couldn't care less. | hope not. 

But, let us face it — communication can be expen- 
sive, and yet we sorely need something better than 
that which we have. Have you, as.a member, any 
suggestions how better communication can be acheiv- 
ed? 

Foes Rex Little 


On The Cover 


The Short North, or to the uninitiated, Fassifern, 
where double-headed Garratts darkened the sky with 
their exhausts well into the early ’70’s. Behind the 
straining draw-bar came coal, in endless strings of 
BCH’s, to feed the hungry furnaces of Newcastle and 
Japan. Thrill now as they stamp past you up the 
bank; their fires soon to be put out by less awe- 
inspiring, but more efficient pieces of man’s in- 
genuity. 

P.A.K. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
DELIVERED AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ON 


26-10-73, HELD AT THE NSW BRANCH CLUBROOMS 
ROCKDALE. 

The Australian Model Railway Association has 
grown again during the past year. Membership at 
26-10-73 stood at 612, compared with 517 the same 
time last year. 

The N.S.W. and Vic. Branches continue to hold 
successful Exhibitions, and Queensland is steadily con- 
solidating their Branch. Our latest State Branch, in 
W.A., now has 40 members, and looks like becoming 
even more active and vigorous. 

The position of Publisher of Journal is not fully 


clarified at present, but we do have a Vic. member who © 


will take it on subject to his employer not requiring 
to move him. The C.O.M. is awaiting the outcome of 
his enquiries in this regard. We have another Vic. mem- 
ber as a backstop should the first one not be able to 
take up the job. 

Due to the possibility of a change in. the Bulk 
Postage Rates, your C.O.M. could not make a decision 
regarding refunds to Branches. This matter will require 
consideration by the new C.O.M. Members may remem- 
ber that the decision to make refunds has to be con- 
sidered by the C.O.M. each year. 

Your C.O.M. is happy to report that for the coming 
year, subscriptions will remain unaltered. 

Having dealt with Membership, Branches, Refunds, 
and Dues, perhaps | should make a full report on the 
discussions with Southern Cross Model! Railroad Ass- 
ociation. 

As detailed in Journal 105, a meeting was held bet- 
ween representatives of AMRA and SCMRA at the 
latters’ request. Discussion took place on Standards 
and Amalgamation as reported in that issue. 

Since the issue of Journal 105, a letter has been 
received setting out the proposals of SCMRA. Briefly 
these are as follows:— 


1. SCMRA to trade as AMRA and register the AMRA 
Trade mark. 

2. SCMRA to absorb AMRA membership. 

3. SCMRA members to retain their membership, but 
not be obliged to join the State Branch. New mem- 
bers need not join the State Branch. 

4. Journal and Booster to be combined to form a 
house Journal. 

5. SCMRA to supply AMR Magazine and SCMRA Data 
Sheets. 

6. SCMRA Constitution will be used together with 
the legal status of Incorporation and the liability 
Limitation which their Constitution imposes. 


AMRA 


CORNER 


Frankly, Ladies and Gentlemen, this was regarded 
as a “Take Over’ offer, not as an Amalgamation pro- 
posal. Not mentioned in the proposal was the cost of 
publication of AMRA. 

Your C.0.M. replied that the easiest way out of 
their problem was to fill in and send us 150 member- 
ship applications, with the necessary fees. 150 was 
their membership figure at the time of the initial 
meeting. No reply has yet been received. 

| think, members, that we have acted as you would 
have wished in this matter. 

Constitutionally, the two Associations appear to be 
poles apart. SCMRA apparently has a Constitution 
which cloaks the National Executive with extreme 
power. Few things can be done at Division level with- 
out the approval of the National President or Executive. 
Absolute control is vested in one central body. 

On the other hand, AMRA has a constitution which 
is designed to encourage and foster the formation of 
State. Branches and Sub Branches. The C.O.M. has the 
power, and is committed to, assist the State Branches 
to achieve. Autonomy; that is to be able to rule their 
own Branch within the framework of the Federal 
Constitution. 

May | point out to members that this simply means; 
that which a State Branch has belongs to that Branch, 
and is under the control of that Branch subject only 
to the Branch and Federal Constitutions, and of course, 
the State Trustees. 

Since the Branch Constitutions are based on the 
Federal Constitution, all assets, in the event of winding 
up, are to be distributed to the Red Cross Society, or 
similar Charitable Institution. 

The C.O.M. would like to record their appreciation 
of the work of the Editor, Publishing and Advertising 
Committees, and also their thanks to all State Presidents 
and Committees for their work given in promoting the 
good image of AMRA. 

| would like to close this report by tendering my 
personal thanks to all the members of the retiring 
Committee for their support and loyalty, and their 
attention to matters affecting the well being of AMRA. 


“Rup Ackland” 
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HEIGHT 119" 


1 
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WHEELBASE 10’ BODY 8 6 | 

BODY 18’ 5 FEET 10 15 | 

<N. S.WG.R> od 

FOUR WHEEL GATTLE WAGON | 

_CODE CW | 

WHEELS 37” DIAMETER BLACK WITH WHITE LETTERING | 
ROOF CURVE - RADIUS 16’ DOORS DIAGONALLY OPPOSITE 

RA. DRAWN— J. PARKER 


Riverstone N.S.W. Aonril 1970. 


JOURNAL 


SEE THE 


ENGINE SHED 


FOR ALL YOUR 


MODEL RAILWAY [ata rr—l 


Rhee | 


REQUIREMENTS [ii Resa 


A TLA S$ ‘N’. gauge locos, A THERN KITS, H.O. gauge wagons. 


coaches, wagons & accessories. 


4 LRN O L D . RAI | D O wagons, locos & ech are 
a complete range of ‘N’. gauge 
locos, coaches, wagons & accessories. C A Ae P B E L L S “HO” kits 


ying te write Sih MINI TRIX ww gauge locos, 


wagons & accessories. 


POLA WN x TRIANG cc0s, wagons , coaches 
POLA QUICK Araidcuariygl shin 


“HO” plastic kits. R O U N D H OUSE Terre 
ROCCO wagons & locos. & rolling stock. 


FL oa UIL modeller’s paint. Rl VAROSSI Eesha 


coaches & rolling stock. 


MERTEN 0" ,'n’ gauge VAU-PE “10” “00” kits. 


figures & animals. 


VOLL MER «xno an WIKING ‘Ho" ww gauge cars & trucks. 


Giggs K’S ‘00" kits. 
P E i 0] “HO” ‘N’ gauge track, 
wagons & accessories. G E Ki metal loco kits & accessories. 


SEGSESSRRSESES® 
ARTCEEEE ETT G91 BASE iseeeeseneaase > 
> 
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all the above available from 


9) Me ECARRINGTON fipsonte: | 


eee 
eee 


ROAD, BOX HILL, and Bus Terminus. 


Telephone 89 7027 E 
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PROTOTYPE STATION LAYOUT 


By 
A Templeman 


The country branch line terminus is always a useful 
prototype for those interested in timetable operation, 
either as the only station on a small layout (with the 
track leading to a return loop or fiddle yard) or as a 
second or third station on a larger layout. 


Coolah is a typical N.S.W. country branch line 
terminus, situated 260 rail miles from Sydney, at the 
end of a 24 mile branch line from Craboon, on the 
Wallerawang-Gwabegar line. This is commonly known 
as the Mudgee line, as Mudgee is the largest town on it. 
The branch trains originate from Mudgee, 45 miles 
nearer Wallerawang than the actual junction at Craboon. 


The layout at Coolah is quite simple as the diagram 
shows. There is a loop, plus a loop siding serving a 
loading bank, the stock race, the goods shed, and wheat 
silo. A 60 ft. turntable is provided, with water tank and 
ash pit road. 


Signalling is the typical N.S.W. branch line arrange- 
ment of landmark and home signal (lower quadrant, 
mechanical). There is no starting signal. 


For many years the Coolah branch was served by a 
twice weekly mixed, starting from Mudgee, and con- 
necting with the down Mudgee Mail at Craboon. The 
return service the following day would connect with 
Mudgee-Sydney day train at Mudgee. 


Some three years ago, this became a goods train 
with passenger accomodation (i.e. any passengers trav- 
elled in the ‘passenger compartment of the goods 
guards van as no passenger car was attached), and 
has now become goods only. Despite the absence of a 
passenger service, the station building and platform 
at Coolah are being maintained in good order as the 
photograph shows. 


In tne days of steam, the C30T class light 4-6-0 
loco was the standard motive power for the branch. 
With dieselisation, 48 and 49 class took over. Now the 
48 class has been replaced in the west by the new 47 
class, so doubtless the 47 will appear at Coolah. 
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STOCK RACE 


GOODS SHED 
WHEAT SILOS 
ASH PIT 

GO’ TURNTABLE 
GANTRY CRANE 


WATER TANK 


S/IGWAL BOX AND 
STATION BUILDING 


SIGNALLING —™ 


LANDMARK 


DOWN HOME. 


\ 70 CRABOON 
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Coolah Station building. 


Coolah goods shed. 


CORRECTION 


coe 


On page 135, Nov/Dec JOURNAL No. 107, 


The circuit for Ken Down’s magnetizer was 


drawn incorrectly. 
The condenser should be connected between 
+ and — and not on the coil side of the 


switch in Fig. 3. 


AMRA 


BASIC SIDINGS AND 


ASSISTING 
ENGINE IN 


As there are plenty of sources of articles on grades 
and ratios this aspect is not dealt with here. The 
question arises however what do you do if you cannot 
fit in a grade that is not too steep for the load required? 
The logical answer is of course more power, either a 
stronger engine or two engines. 

Using two engines, unless we are uncouth enough 
to uncouple by hand (a sure way to get derailment ) 
poses problems of isolating and uncoupling. These 
arise whether the assisting engine is front or rear. ‘Assist- 
ing Engine in Front’ will be dealt with later (I’m short 
of one idea on it.) At the start of the run the rear 
engine will need to be isolated in a siding or on the 
main line. The goods is marshalled and the Van pushed 
back onto the isolated engine and coupled up. Power 
on and it is ready to go. 

Those who have access to a Rules and Regulations 
for Single Line working and General Appendix, might 
like to look over “Return Back Engine’, but an explan- 
ation of this would be too lengthy to include here. 
The following idea works quite well. For those inter- 
ested in the safe-working aspect it should be done with- 
in the Home arrival and starting signal. 


The Track Arrangement is:— 


HOME. 
ARRIVAL UNCOUPLING RAMPS 


_u os MS M 


DIRECTION OF TRAVEL ISOLATING 
TRACK 
NOTE-— If varying sized goods are to be run the longest 
should be chosen for the next steps. 


1. Select place to be used. 

2. Insert isolating track (Triang users — short end 
east.) 

3. Power on. Bring train in with engine (leading) just 
on the isolated section. Leave plenty of slack in 
couplings. 

4. Note position for uncoupling ramp as far East as 
possible. 

5. Note position of rear uncoupling ramp. The 
UNCOUPLING POINT should be as far West as 
possible. 

6. Move train out and insert ramps. 


STARTER 


trast 


By EG Watson 


REAR 


Providing that you have left plenty of slack in the 
coupling it will now be possible to uncouple both 
engines. 

1. With power on, move the train in until it is just on 
the isolated track. 

2. Power OFF. Uncouple leading engine and truck. 

3. Move train back and uncouple van and rear engine. 

4. Clear rear engine off main line as required. 

If standard length goods are to be run the east end 
ramp will not be needed. On the longest goods as 
selected previously, it will not be necessary to uncouple 
the leading engine. 


VARIATION OF_ 


ASSISTING ENGINE IN REAR 


(1) 7. PoweRen 
TO NO. 2 ROAD 


Faw gs 
NON POWERED 


A 
Pay Siok 
NON POWERED. 


POWER CLIP 


POWER CLIP 


This arrangement solved a double problem: — 
(1) To hold a train at A to cross main line train. 
(2) There being no suitable place for a loop or main 
line run around, goods are required to push into 
the sidings. 


\ 
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GOODS TRAIN RUNNING 


By moving Isolating track No. 2 back on to the ele- 
vated line and allowing a good trains’ length between 
the isolating track sections, the leading engine can be 
uncoupled and the assisting engine in rear takes over 
tor shunting. On the return trip switching off Isolating 
Track (1) Holds the train at a while the main line 
train passes. This one took a bit of figuring out and as 
yet | have not worked out why Isolating Track (2) is 
needed, but It was only when the combination shown 
was hit on that the whole system worked. 


ASSISTING ENGINES 


Triang Isolating track and switches were used in 
checking these notes. The trains were run on a branch 
‘ine, (drawing 2) Variables would be directed of train 
travel and position of power clips. See also short 
article by me on “Assisting Engine in Rear. 


THE SIGNAL BOX 


10 
WEST Bp ees 8 ES amy Sag ag peo EAST 
/ UR RAMP | DIRECTION OF TRAIN 
ie aoe om POWER 
POWER 
TO “-T. NON CLIP 
CLIP ee 


SWITCH POWERED 


The two sections of isolating track are joined short 
end to long end. The uncoupling ramp sits as close to 
the part where the wires connect as possible (watch 
for faulty plastic work when buying.) The two engines 
are eased on to the uncoupling ramp far west as 
possible. Power is switched off isolating the rear engine. 
By moving the first engine back gently uncoupling is 
completed and the assisting engine in tront cleared off 
the main line. 


% FOR THE BEST IN HO - 


TRACK - 
LOCOS - 


ROLLING STOCK - 


Peco, Shinohara. 


Berg, Athearn, Rivarossi, Bachmann. 


Protype, Malric, Athearn, Bachmann. 


129 BELL STREET, COBURG 3058 
MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS 
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CONVERTING 


A Triang O GAUGE 


OPEN WAGON seers st 


Many who have bought the Triang ‘O’’ Gauge 


wagons may like something different, or more in 


keeping with Australian prototype. 

Another body can be made for them, either from 
1/16” plywood or 0.060” Styrene sheet. 

The floor should be cut to 56mm by 123mm. If 
made of wood, make sure the grain runs across the 
width and scribe the floor boards in. Use a razor saw 
or fretsaw to make cuts 1/16” or so deep on every 
scribed line. When your body is finished, this will give 
the appearance of individual floor boards. 

The sides are cut 123mm long, and the ends 53mm. 
(This is 56mm. less twice the thickness of the sides). | 
usually cut the length of a side and an end in the one 
piece, and scribe the planks. Scribe both sides unless 
you intend to hide the inside with a load. The sides 
and floor are then assembled and the ends fitted. 

The stays may be made of card or styrene sheet 
to represent angle iron, or made to represent wood. 
In which case they need to be approximately 1/8” 
square. Maay of the older wagons had wooden 
stanchions. 


The older wagons were fitted with three link 


couplings, so these will need to be fitted. Remove 
the Triangle coupling and the boss to which it is 
screwed. This will leave a hole, which should be 
filed out to the headstock and slightly in the other 
direction. 


Fig. 2 


Drill 46 Holes 
| 7 


File with 
half round file 


Couplings may be hard to get, but | make mine 
as shown in Fig. 2. using either 22 or 24 gauge brass 
sheet. The spring is made from 26 gauge spring brass 
wire, wrapped around a 3” nail. A washer is made by 
piercing a piece of tin with a suitable screwdriver. Set 
the tin on a piece of hardwood, gripped in the vice 
with the grain running vertically. Give the screwdriver 
a smart hit with a hammer (use a screwdriver with a 
handle that will take an impact without harm) and 
you will have a nice clean hole to go over the end of | 
the coupling. Cut around the slot so you have a 
washer 1/4” wide with the slot in the centre. Place 
this between the coupling spring and the 1/16” split 
pin in the end of your coupling. 

After removing the brake vacuum tank the body 
can be fitted to the chassis. 

There are four locating lugs on the Triang chassis. 
If the body is of plastic, | drill holes in the floor to 
suit these, and cement the body in place. 

It may also be screwed or bolted to the chassis. 
To do this cut a piece of 1/8’’ plywood to fit be- 
tween the sole bars of the Triang chassis. This need 
not extend the full length of the chassis, but make 
sure it does not foul the wheels. Glue this wood to the 
underside of your body, and then fix it with a screw 
through the Chassis. 

Without this piece you will distort your body 
when it is screwed or bolted to the chassis, if the 
screws are too tight. If the screws are not tight, your 
bodies become loose. 
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FOR READERS 


DISGUSTED AT AGM 


Last Friday night, 26th October, the Federal A.G.M. 
of our Association was held at the NSW Branch Club- 
room. This is the meeting where we are informed of the 
progress of our Association, pay tributes to the out- 
going Committee, and elect a new Committee to guide 
our Association through another year. 

During the Registrars’ report, we were pleased to 
hear that the total membership stood at 612, and of 
this number 236 were situated in N.S.W. 

Yet only 25 members were present at this. most 
important meeting! Of this number there were the 
Federal President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer 
and Registrar; also the NSW Branch President, Vice- 
President, Secretary, and Treasurer — a total of 9. 
This then leaves a total of 16 floor members, but if we 
deduct the Committeemen who were also in atten- 
dance, the position becomes decidedly worse. 

At several auctions staged by the hard working NSW 
Branch Committee, 50 to 60 members have attended. 
For an important meeting like the A.G.M. only 25 
members had sufficient interest to attend. 

This pathetic attitude of members to A.G.M’s, both 
Federal and State, never ceases to amaze me, a mere 
floor member. Just think, how your Committees must 
feel to see such a poor attendance. Nobody can force 
you to take on a position if you don’t want to. All it 
takes is a polite, “| decline, thank you”, when nomin- 
ated, if this is your reason for not attending. 

Again, | stress the fact that this was an important 
meeting, as the Federal President reported on the 
amalgamation, or more accurately, take over bid of 
AMRA by the SCMRA. However, the Federal President 
has covered this in his report elsewhere in the Journal. 

| have neglected to mention the 5 visitors who also 
attended this meeting and who helped swell the ranks. 
My apologies and thank you for coming. 

Finally, the NSW Branch AGM is scheduled for the 
2nd February 1974. Will we see the same 25 members 
at this meeting? | hope we see alot more members who 
are interested in Their Association and Their Branch. 
Also to pay their respects to the men who give up their 
modelling time to make this the biggest and best Model 
Railway Association in Australia. 

Remember, this is Our Association, controlled by 
Us for Our benefit. 


B. E. Lovett. 


LETTERS 


RAFFLE -- NSWGR C32 LOCO 


HO brass C32, new, valued $80, being raffled by | 
The Australian Narrow Gauge Railway Museum Soc- 
iety, closing 30 April. Tickets 20 cents each, books 
of 10 for $2.00, from ANGRMS, P.O. Box 270. 
NORTH QUAY, 4000. Only 1000 tickets. 


WK HOBBIES 


FOR YOUR 
MODEL RAILWAY SUPPLIES 


NK HOBBIES has a comprehensive range 
of scratch building supplies including 
North Eastern scale lumber and S.S. Ltd. 
castings. 


For those modellers who don’t like building 
it themselves we have a comprehensive 
range of R.T.R. models. 


Hours:- Mon. - Wed. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Thurs., Fri. 9 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Sat. - 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
OR by appointment. 


264 Blackburn Road 
SYNDAL 3149 
Phone: 2332398. 
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BRANCH 
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VICTORIAN BRANCH 


Meetings held on the 2nd Thursday each month 
at Tim Dunlop House, 92 Wills Street, Glen Iris. Work 
nights on the permanent layout, every Wednesday 
(except before the Branch Meeting). 

The 1973 year has been very successful for this. 
Branch, with members participating in a number of 
social functions as well as our general meetings. Modell- 
ing and photographie competitions disclosed consider- 
able talent, but it seems many modellers are afraid to 
exhibit for fear of adverse criticism. Little do they 
know that the best modellers are those who have 
benefited from having their little mistakes brought to 
their attention. Nobody starts off being perfect. 

The Bob Edwards Trophy for the model of the year 
was won by Terry Jenkins whose “Smoky Mountains 
Signal Box’’ diorama was a masterpiece. 

The agenda for the next three months is as follows:- 

Feb. 14th Monthly meeting — Colour movie 

films by John Gardiner taken on a 
rail-fan safari to Indonesia/Japan. 

Competition — Diorama, HO or N. 


March 2nd Crazy Whist at Clubrooms. 
March 14th Electricity and the Model Railway, by 
Alan Dowel. 


Gompetition — Photograph, Diesel in action. 
COMMITTEE NOMINATIONS CLOSE 
March 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, — 
Exhibition at Camberwell Civic Centre 
April 6th Crazy Whist at Clubrooms. 
April 1-1th Annual General Meeting. 
Competition Louvre Van, any prototype. 


NOTES 


The success of the Victorian Branch depends on the 
members participation. Suburban members should have 
no excuse for not attending meetings or backing up the 
Committee of Management by supporting working bees 
and attending Social functions organised by the Social 
Organisers. 

Many more names are needed to complete the roster 
for the Exhibition. So give your name, and the time you 
can make available to Ron Mannell, Exhibition Organ- 
iser, or add this information to the roster board in the 
Clubrooms. 

~ John J. Harry 


BENTLEIGH CAMERA CENTRE PTY. LTD. 
& RAILWAY HOBBY C2NTRE. 


FOR YOUR MODELLING AS WELL AS YOUR 
PHOTOGRAPHIC NSEDS WE STOCK :- 


sre isenssi 


BACHMANN #8 £8 £2 fb 3 


ANNU SD PILED “MERTEN” 


VOTIMER PECO 


CNR. CENTRE & JASPER RDS, BENTLEIGH. 
TELEPHONE 97.5650. 
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QUEENSLAND BRANCH 


October saw a large gathering at the home of Keith 
Anderson. Following the formal meeting, Kelth demon- 
strated the operation of his American HO layout. This 
multi-level layout, as yet only partly constructed, has a 
considerable mileage of track and trains make quite a 
lengthy run. | 

One item of discussion was our regretable lack of 
contact with many of our country members, who by 
their distance from Brisbane, are not able to fully 
enjoy the benefits of our Association. We will shortly 
be writing to our country members of Queensland 
outlining our.views on this, and proposing that corres- 
pondence be started with Brisbane members. LIASON 
OFFICER for this scheme is (Big) Jim Bilby, 68 Mash- 
obra Street, Mitchelton, 4053. Anyone wishing to 
participate should contact Big Jim. | do not want to 
tramp on the toes of the NSW Branch but perhaps 
members in northern NSW because of their proximitv 
to Brisbane might be interested also. 


The Brisbane Hobby Show was again a success. Our 
HO layout, after a long absence, was well presented, 
and received many favourable comments. The layout 
depicts a country town served by a double standard 
gauge mainline on the upper level, anda single standard 
gauge branch and a single narrow gauge line on the lower 
level. A prominent feature of the town is the old 
weatnerboard hotel advertising the local brew. Most 
equipment run was Australian prototype, but on some 
nights our British and American followers had their 
turn. Although we failed to win a trophy for the model 
railway section, we did receive an Honourable Mention. 

Arthur Robinson was our host for the November 
meeting and entertained us with colour slides on 
Australain Railways. We welcomed two new members, 
one of whom produced an excellent model of a 2100 
class diesel in HOn3%. 

As TT is the basis for HOn3% modelling local de- 
votees wish to buy TT equipment, particularly Triang 
that can be pooled for conversion to narrow gauge. 
Loco mechanisms, wagon chassis and bogies are mainly 
required. If anyone wishes to dispose of any TT please 
contact Arthur Robinson or myself. 

At the December workshop night at (medium size) 
Jim Fainges’ home we welcomed quite a few new 
members who have joined since the show. Welcome 
fellas, we hope you have a long and happy association 
with AMRA. 

Forthcoming dates for your diary are:— 

Feb. 28th LOCO MAINFRAME CON- 

STRUCTION. 
S. Suggit, 
1 Badge Street, 
Jamboree Heights. 
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March 28th STYRENE WAGON CON- 
STRUCTION. 

J. Fainges, 

60 Fallon Street, 

Everton Park. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

J. Christie 

32 Wana Street, 

Sunnybank. 

N.B. April 25th is Anzac Day. This date may be 

changed. 

Meeting night is normally the fourth Thursda 
of the month and the workshop night is the secon 
Thursday at 60 Fallon Street, Everton Park. Contac 
Arthur Robinson for a complete list of the year: 
meetings. Completing the set. 


April 25th 


(Little) Jim Christie. 


so realistic. 
Model trains at a 
very realistic 
price! | 


@ Authentic superbly detailed American, British 
& Continental models with real lights. 
® Metal wheels give powerful motor even more power, 
® Steam and electric locos -— range of coaches 
and trucks (also with metal wheels). 
@ H.O. and mini N. gauge. Power or battery-driven. 


Full range available from: 
ROY WILLIS, 
49 Windsor Rd., 
Northmead 630 1190 


Excellent discounts to all members 
Mail orders welcome. 
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WEST AUSTRALIA 


Announcing what is probably the most significant 
landmark of our Branch’s short history. The Branch 
has negotiated with the W.A.G.R. to rent the premises 
at No. 1 Beaufort Street, Perth to be used exclusively 
by us, as our permanent clubrooms. The building is a 
small two storey one, situated between the Barrack 
Street Bridge and Roe Street. It has four rooms 12 
feet x 14 feet, and a long narrow verandah. 

The building possesses great potential to be devel- 
oped into a Branch Headquarters of which we can all 
be proud, however this will mean all members pulling 
their weight and helping out. 

As the place is empty, it is up to us to equip it. If 
you can help with any seating, tables, cupboards, etc. 
please let the committee know. Also, we need cups, 
saucers, etc. for refreshments. How about donating a 
cup and saucer, or any other item of crockery that 
will be needed? 

As from 16th January, the general meetings will be 
held in the clubrooms, and the Committee hopes that 
many members will come along to, our meetings. 

Here are some informative hints given by David 
Williams during his talk at our 3rd December meeting. 

The figures set out below are not the last words on 
the subject, only a guide on what will make your 
layout more efficient. These figures are for 240 volt 
building wires, the most readily available wire. 

1/.044 is 8 amp cable at 240 volts, with.a voltage 
drop of 1.4 volts per amp per 100 feet. Recommended 
lengths to 30 feet. 

1/.044 is 8 amp cable, with a voltage drop of 1.4 
volts per amp per 100 feet. Recommended lengths 
to 30 ft. 

3/.029 is 10 amp cable, voltage drop 1.1 volts per 
100 ft. Recommended lengths to 40 ft. 

1/.064 and 3/.036 is 15 amp cable, voltage drop 
0.69 volts per amp per 100 ft. recommended lengths 
to 75 ft. 

7/.029 is 20 amp cable, voltage drop 0.45 volts per 
100 ft. Recommended lengths to 125 ft. 
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W.A. BRANCH’S FIRST EXHIBITION — 


On Saturday 20th October ‘73, the W.A. Branch 
in association with the Southern Suburbs Model 
Railway Club, had a small exhibition layout on 
display at the Kelmscott Agricultural Show. 

The display was organised in a hurry as we did not 
have a lot of time to arrange things. The layout oper- 
ated well, and quite a number of people expressed 
favourable comments. 

Financially, it was a reasonable success. Julian 
Price, the Branch Treasurer, organised the setting 
up and operating of the layout, Marge Durham 
looked after the feeding of the helpers, and Gail 
Durham assisted with the collection of the entrance 
money. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 
LS 
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Clubcoom 


A new program of activities should be received by 
members by March, otherwise contact Sec. Allan 
Brown, phone 50-6720. 


Back issues of Journal are available from the Registrar, 
26 Napoleon Street, Rosebery. NSW. 2018. Price 30c per 
copy plus postage, 20c for one Journal and 10c for each 


additional Journal. 
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FROM OTHER CLUBS 


GLADSTONE MODEL RAILWAY CLUB. 
P.O. BOX 6, GLADSTONE (VALLEY), OLD. 4680. 


Our Club was recently founded to promote Model 
Railways as a hobby in Gladstone and the surrounding 
district. 

The inaugural meeting was held at the home of Bill 
Hughes with an. attendance of 7 with 3 apologies. 

There are club activity meetings every Sunday even- 
ing at 7.30, and the monthly business meetings will be 
held on the first Sunday each month, before the club 
activities. 

It is hoped that some building or room can be 
obtained to serve as a club room with a club layout. 

Anyone interested in joining the club can write or 
call the following:- 


PRESIDENT: Ross Lenske, 
7 Buller Street, 
Gladstone. 4680. 


SECRETARY: Bill Hughes, 
11 Worthington Street, 
Gladstone. 4680. 
Phone: 72 3057. 


W. J. Hughes. 


HORNSBY & DISTRICT MODEL 
ENGINEERING SOCIETY. 


Following private meetings between several enthus- 
iasts in the Hornsby area, it was decided to call a meet- 
ing at Hornsby C of E during November, when some 40 
hobbyists showed great interest in forming a M.R.Club. 
A subsequent meeting in December led to the 
formation of the Hornsby & District Model Engineer- 
ing Society. Initial membership will exceed 40, the 
prime interest being Live Steam Models and 5” Locos, 
including a NSWR_ AD60 which is nearly completed. 
A large number of members have fine HO models, 
and some members have O and N gauge layouts. 
The Society plans an exhibition of members’ models 
on 23rd February (date to be confirmed). The Society 
has a 3% acre area at Galston, as yet undeveloped. 
Membership of the Society is open to all of High 
School age or over. Full details can be obtained from:- 
S. Dogger, 
71 Lonsdale Ave, 
Berowra Heights. 
N.S.W. 2032. 

or a phone call to 610 1577 after 7.30 p.m. 


SYDNEY N GAUGE MODEL RAILWAY 
CLUB 


In May 1974 Australia’s first N Gauge convention 3 
will be held in Sydney, in conjunction with the Union 
Central Railroad Club. We would like to invite all N 
gaugers to attend. 

The convention will be held on the First weekend 
in May, and the programme is as follows:- . 

FRIDAY NIGHT _ Registration, 

Bull Session, 


Displays. 
SATURDAY Clinics, 
MORNING Contests 
SATURDAY 
AFTERNOON Layout Visits. 
SATURDAY Food. 
EVENING Slide & Movie night. 


(Max. 10 slides per person). 


The cost of this Convention has not yet been worked 
out, but should be about $5.00 per person. Those 
people interested should contact:- 

The Organiser MR. DAVID CRAIG, 

169 Murray Farm Rad., 
BEECROFT, 2119. 


NOTICE 


This publication accepts no responsibility for the accuracy 
or reliability of articles or advertising contained herein, 
statements made or opinions expressed in papers or dis- 
cussions, nor do we necessarily subscribe to the views ex- 
pressed by contributors. Neither is any guarantee implied 
or expressed as to good conduct or practice of advertisers 
contained herein. This publication reserves at all times the 
right to refuse acceptance to all matter considered unsatis- 
factory for publication. 


FOR SALE 


AMRA cloth badges — fully embroidered. 4G cents each 
from your State Secretary or Rex Little, P.O. Box 46 
Nunawading, Vic. 3131. Please enclose a stamped addressed 
envelope with mail orders. 


AMRA Tie Bars — Silver $1.00 each 
Gold $1.25 each 
AMRA Cuff Links $1.50 pair 


from Federal Treasurer, Keith Robinson, 26 Lilac Street, 
Punchbowl, NSW. 2196. 
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ALONG THE RIGHT OF WAY 


1945 does some shunting at Nowra on the layout of Alan Templeman. PHOTO: A. Templeman. 


Scene SSR Somes See 
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Bob Gallagher's C30 class visits Wollongong on Allan Templeman’s HO layout. PHOTO: A. Templeman. 


